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IS IT A SKIRMISH OR AN ATTACK IN 
FORCE ? 


HE expected opposition to the new contract and serial 
numbering plan adopted by the National Association 
of Retail Druggists at the Cleveland Convention has 
developed and taken on definite form with the announce- 
ment by the Dr. Miles Medicai Company, of Elkhart, 
Ind., of their adherence to the plan. The jobbers in the 
large cities appear to be as a unit in their opposition to 
the plan, their objections being based to a considerable 
extent upon the largely increased expense which thev 
say the plan entails. The jobbing druggists of Chicago 
have already met and agreed among themselves not to be 
a party to the plan under any conditions, while similar 
action was taken by the wholesale trade of New York 
City at a meeting held last Friday. 

The Dr. Miles Medical Company took a courageous 
step when they decided of their own initiative to sell 
their goods under the terms of the new contract and serial 
numbering plan, for unless they are joined soon by other 
leading manufacturers they must stand prepared to meet 
a heavy financial loss. We happen to know that several 
of the larger jobbing firms have already declined to han- . 
dle the Dr. Miles Remedies, and unless the company are 
able to make a new channel for the distribution of their 
goods to the retailers, their continued adherence to the 
plan will not be a matter of many days. This, of course, 
raises the old cry of “ Must the middleman go?” but we 
have no means of knowing if the Dr. Miles Medical Com- 
pany had this eventuality in view when they arrived at 
their decision to put the new plan into operation. 

Meanwhile the outcome of the preliminary skirmish 
will be awaited with eager expectancy by the drug trade 
of the entire country in all its branches. Skirmishes are 
often planned with a view to ui .vering doubtful posi- 
tions, and the present engagemen seems to partake of 
this character rather than of a mo: ent in force. 





URANALYSIS NOT “ URINALYSIS.” 


W* are sorry to see an estimable contemporary giving 

currency to a word of such hybrid character as 
“ urinalvsis,”’ which has nothing to justify and everything 
toe condemn it from an etymological standpoint. The cor- 


‘ 


rect forn: of the word is “ uranalysis,” from the Greek’ 
stem “ur,” urine, and “ analysis,’ also a Greek word. 
The Latir for urine is wrina, the stem of which is urin. 
If the Latin form is to be used the proper word would be 
“urvinana'ysis.” Inasmuch as ur in Latin means nothing 
at all it is hard to discover what urinalysis might mean 
bevond the “inalysis” of ur, whatever that might be. The 
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only possible meaning to be extracted from the word is 
non-solution or non-decomposition of urine, from urin, 
urine, and ?iwe, non-solution or non-decomposition ; or 
(taking the @ as intensive), excessive solution or decom- 
position of urine. 

As we have said the stem of the Greek word for urine 
is ur, and the proper compound under the circumstances 
is therefore uranalysis. 


THE SALE OF POISONS. 


HERE is a growing appreciation among pharmacists 
of the grave responsibilities under which they rest 
in having control of the sale of poisons. Any interference 
with the course of trade will produce more or less friction, 
but the conservative portion of the retail drug trade, the 
better portion, and we are convinced the larger portion, 
are coming to a more complete realization of the fact that 
it is necessary to surround the sale of poisonous drugs 
with greater precautions than have heretofore been taken, 
with a view to preventing their misuse, either with crim- 
inal intent or, as a means of gratification of perverted 
desires. A note of warning was sounded in the able re- 
port at the Philadelphia meeting of the American Phar- 
maceutical Association by the chairman of the Committee 
on the Acquirement of the Drug Habit. That report, which 
was based upon data collected in three of the largest cities 
of the United States, proves conclusively that there has 
been of late a lamentable increase in the use of narcotic 
drugs. In the slums of all the large cities, and more par- 
ticularly in the cities of the South, the use of cocaine by 
habitués has come to be a serious evil. 

In Chicago we learn of one instance in which a retail 
druggist purchases regularly two ounces of cocaine each 
week from one jobber. This druggist is located in a section 
inhabited largely by the lower criminal classes. In Pitts- 
burgh a druggist whose store is in a resident section sells 
two ounces of cocaine each month. These druggists, 
while they deprecate these sales and would like to be re- 
lieved of it by legislative enactment, have not the moral 
courage to act up to their convictions and discontinue 
the sales of their own volition. It is useless for any one 
to preach abstract principles in cases of this kind. We 
must recognize conditions as they actually exist, and in- 
stead of contenting ourselves with the condemnation of 
such practices set about their discontinuance through leg- 
islative enactment, which will strengthen the hands of 
such mien as have voluntarily discontinued indiscriminate 
selling of narcotic drugs and give moral support to those 
who have heretofore sold them under protest, so that they 
may discontinue their sale and force those who deliber- 
ately set about building up their trade in such illegitimate 
lines to discontinue this practice. 

In the State of Georgia an act approved last month 
prohibits the sale of cocaine in any form whatsoever. save 
upon the written prescription of a legally licensed and 
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registered physician or dentist, in which prescription shall 
be written the name of the person who is to use the same, 
and such prescription shall not be refilled without the 
written consent, each time, of the person prescribing the 
same. The transgression of this act is made a misde- 
meanor. 

This law, the text of which appears in this issue. is 
along the line of similar laws enacted in some of the 
Southern States and, if it is faithfully observed, will un- 
doubtedly be of great service in diminishing this crying 
evil of cocaine addiction. 

On January 1 the new poison law of Ohio, the full 
text of which appears in our news columns, went into 
effect, and we feel confident that while this law may pro- 
duce some confusion and entail some inconvenience upon 
the druggists, it will, as a whole, prove advantageous, 
both to the public and to the druggists. The omission of 
the red label upon poison packages is, we think, open to 
some criticism. It is a notably difficult task at the best to 
establish a general fact firmly in the minds of the public. 
Now that after some years the general public have come 
to look upon a red label as an indication of poison, the 
presence of a red label, regardless of the phraseology 
which appears upon it, is in some sort a safeguard. In 
the omission to again prescribe this safeguard the framers 
of the new Ohio poison law have, we think, erred. The 
law seems to have aroused a considerable amount of ad- 
verse comment among the drug trade of Ohio as being 
unnecessarily strict in its provision. We feel sure, how- 
ever, that after it has been in operation for some time 
the critics will find that the material protection afforded 
to the druggists by its provisions more than compensates 
for the minor inconveniences entailed in its enforcement. 

In our last issue some reference was made to the cases 
of two Cincinnati pharmacists who have expended much 
time and money in defending civil damage suits brought 
against them for the sale of poisons which were used for 
criminal purposes. Under the restrictions imposed by the 
new poison law these sales would not have been made, 
and all this trouble and expense would have been spared. 
Our readers must not forget that in being intrusted 
with the sale of poisons they have a grave responsibility 
laid upon them morally, even where no legal enactment 
has set this responsibility clearly forth, and it is not only 
right morally, but good business policy for the druggist 
to magnify his office by living up, not only to the letter of 
the law, but to his moral obligations in matters of this 
kind. We are firmly convinced that in the long run the 
druggist who, even if the law permits him to do so, de- 
clines to be made a party to the indiscriminate traffic in 
narcotic drugs and poisons, will find that. this policy has 
been a profitable one in insuring freedom for him from 
the many disagreeable complications so prone to arise 
from traffic of this character. While this is a low plane 
from which to view the subject, it is one which must 
appeal even to the most commercial minded druggist to 
whom the moral aspect of the matter makes no appeal 
whatever. 











THE TERM “DRUG” AND THE HEPBURN BILL. 


HE passage in the House of Representatives of the 
Pure Food and Drugs bill introduced by Mr. Hep- 
burn, the chairman of the House Committee on Interstate 
and Foreign Commerce, was duly chronicled in the 
AMERICAN Drucaist for January 12. The bill is now 
under consideration in the Senate, and a hearing took 
place on it before the Senate Committee on Manufactures, 
of which Senator McCumber, of North Dakota, is the 
chairman, on January 20. The prospects for the passage 
of the measure at this session of Congress appear to be 
of the slimmest. Opposition to the measure has devel- 
oped in influential quarters, and this coupled with a cer- 
tain apathy on the part of the trades and industries sup- 
posed to be interested, and the pressure of larger meas- 
ures on the attention of Congress, will, it is believed, 
prove fatal to the bill. 

While there does not seem to be any strong sentiment 
favorable to legislation of the character of that provided 
in the Hepburn bill among the retail drug trade of the 
country, active opposition to certain of its provisions has 
not been wanting among the manufacturing interests. 
At the hearing last week these interests were strongly 
represented, and succeeded in obtaining the favorable con- 
sideration of an amendment to the bill, having for its 
purpose a more explicit definition of the term “ drug” as 
used in it. The definition of the term proposed by the 
interests named is as follows: 

“ Drug. Any substance intended to be used for the cure, 
mitigation or prevention of disease, whether of animal, vege- 
table or mineral origin, whether a crude or prepared natural 
product, whether in the form of a solid, a liquid, a vapor or a 
gas, whetner a solution, a mixture or any other medicinal 
preparation.” 


The foregoing definition impresses us as one of the 
best we have yet seen. It will be noted that chemicals, or 
chemical compositions used in the arts, are denied con- 
sideration in this definition, but just what bearing the 
incorporation of the new meaning might have on the 
operation of the law, should the latter ever be enacted, is 
not quite clear. Our readers will, however, be pleased 
to learn the interpretation of the word “ drug” adopted 
by manufacturing pharmacists, and we gladly improve 
the opportunity of bringing it before them. 


Errata. 


A few typographical errors are noticed by Mr. Hynson 
in his article on Dispensing Methods and Difficulties, published 
in two preceding issues of the AMERICAN Druagist, and 
we gladly improve the opportunity to make the requisite cor- 
rections. In the introduction on page 329 the percentage 
strength of ammonia water is incorrectly given in one in- 
stance, the figure 26 being printed for 28. On page 330 the 
proportion of ether should, of course, read 3 parts, instead of 
2 parts. In Contributed Synonyms, lower down, “ French 
chloroform et morphia’” should read “ Treacle, chloroform et 
morphia.” Sodium bicarbonate is a misprint for sodium 
borate in the third formula in the second column. Sodium 
bromide also appears as a misprint for sodium borate in the 
fifth formula on page 365. See Vol. XLI, 10 and 11, pp. 329-365. 
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A SUGGESTION FOR THE UTILIZATION OF 
“EMPTIES.” 
By ‘'A LonG@ ISLAND PHARMACIST.” 


EW druggists take any considerable pains in the arrange- 
ment of the bottles and other containers behind the pre- 
scription counter. It is, of course, a discouraging and 

troublesome task to arrange satisfactorily the scores and 
seores of vials and boxes in which chemicals, dry extracts, 
fluid extracts, tonics, cordials, emulsions, proprietaries, etc., 
are received, and so these are generally allowed to lie around 
in the original packages, presenting a very unsightly appear- 
ance. 

Yet at the expense of very little time and the minimum of 
cash one can make the prescription counter look as snug 
and neat in appearance as the perfumery case, and easily keep 
it so even if the stock has to be increased with a new and 
wonderful dyspepsia discovery every day in the year. Here 
is the prescription: 

Gather the 1, 4, S and 16 ounce salt- and narrow-mouthed 
bottles in which goods are received from the jobber, remove 
the labels, see that the corks are good where corks are used, 
provide the bottles with screwings and use them as shelf 
bottles according to size. 

Make a list of the names of the different articles which 
form the chaos on the shelves behind the prescription counter 
and after each name mark the size of bottle to be used for 
the identical drug, so as to get the right size of label. Next 
proceed to write the labels, which is quickly done after the 
following fashion: 

Make the labels for the 1-ounce bottles 214 x 114 inches in 
size, the 4-ounce 8 x 11% inches and for the 8 and 16 ounce 
bottles 31%4 x 2 inches, and then proceed as follows: On a large 
sheet of good white paper draw with a coarse stub pen and 
with liquid gold (a formula for which I give below) parallel 
lines, intersecting each other as shown by accompanying 
sketch, the distance between the lines to be determined by 
the size of the particular label. Finish the labels off with a 
finer line drawn inside the border and polish the gold by an 
even pressure of the thymb nail over all the lines: 








nacetine Antipyrine 








enzyme Papoid 

















Write the labels with black ink legibly in a large round 
hand, taking care when they are mounted on the bottles to 
have them all even in height, the difference of a fraction of an 
inch in the position of the labels rendering them unsightly 
when the bottles are lined up on the shelf. After mounting 
the labels allow them to dry for two or three hours and then 
give them a coating of collodion, using a fine camels’ hair 
brush for the purpose and taking care to cover the entire 
label with the liquid. This coating will dry in half an hgur’s 
time, after which the varnish can be applied. Below I give 
the formula for an excellent and cheap label varnish, that 
will stand for years without getting perceptibly darker and 
which can at any time be washed with soap and water. Give 
the labels two coatings with this varnish, allowing 24 hours 
to elapse between applications. The labels are then complete. 
Calculating for about 300 bottles, the entire job can be finished 
in a week by devoting two hours a day to the work, at a cost, 
too, of less than $1. Even this expense can be cut down about 
50 cents if one may be satisfied with black ink instead of gold 
for the labels. 

A prescription counter finished in this way, with the bottles 
arranged neatly according to size, affords a pleasing sight and 
speaks well for the neatness and industry of the druggist. 

To Make Liquid Gold. 

Take one book of gold leaf, place the gold in a mortar with 

2 drachms of honey and rub till a perfectly homogeneous mix- 


ture results; then add water and filter. Wash the filter (which 
must be as small as possible) twice with water, then gather 
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the wet gold powder in a 1%4-ounce bottle, add 2 drachms of 
water and 1 drachm of mucilage. Shake before using and 
polish the writing when dry by means of an ivory stick or the 
thumb nail. 
Varnish for Labels. 

Sandarac 

ey errs ot ee rrr rrr ee 3X 

Campbor 

Alcohol 

Rectified turpentine 

Macerate till dissolved, put aside for 48 hours and pour off 
the clear varnish. 


THE CHEMISTRY OF COLORS. 


Historical and Technical Account of the Chemical Paints 
—Lecture Before the College of Pharmacy of the City 
of New York. 


T a stated meeting of the College of Pharmacy of the City 
of New York, held in the college building on Tuesday 
evening, January 20, Dr. Maximilian Toch read a paper 

on The Chemistry of the Well-Known Colors, illustrating the 
chief points in his paper by experiments and colored lantern 
slides. The lantern slides exhibited by him included pictures 
of butterflies, fruits, flowers. etc., artistically executed an‘ 
beautifully colored with anilines, showing the wonderful va- 
riety and delicacy of tints and colors obtained from this source. 

In introducing his subject Dr. Toch made allusion to the 
popular definition of the word paint. ‘“‘ When the word paint 
is used,” said he, ** the general and popular impression is that 
it is some color which is used as a decorative or protective 
coating on the wood or iron work of buildings. It is quite 
true that numerous quantities of paint are used for such pur- 
poses, but taking it all in all the amount of paint consumed on 
houses and structural work, which is by far larger here than 
in any other country, is not by any means the largest con- 
sumption of paint itself, even though almost every city or 
town has its paint factory. Paint is used in large quantities 
for the manufacture of oilcloth, rubber goods, table oilcloth, 
window shades, wagons, boats, railroad cars, wall paper, 
linoleum, printing ink, etc. The consumption of house paint 
is much smaller in proportion to the consumption of paint for 
the manufacturing industries.” Speaking of the manufacture 
of chemical paints used as raw materials from which finished 
colors are made, he said: 

“These chemicals or raw materials are ground in a suit- 
able medium or vehicle, such as oil, water, varnish and the 
like, and they then form oil colors, varnish colors, distemper 
colors, enamels, etc. Upon the property of the raw material 
depends the permanency of the finished colors, and as a great 
many colors or pigments have inherent defects, it is the ob- 
ject of the paint manufacturer continually to improve his 
products and omit those that are defective. 


THE ANCIENT METHOD OF MAKING WHITE LEAD. 


“The first and the best known of the paints is white lead, and 
it is a strange fact that the old method of making white lead. 
known as the Dutch method, is still in vogue to-day, with per- 
haps slight modifications. The Romans and the Greeks used 
the native carbonate of lead, known as the mineral cerusse or 
cerusite, and the French name for white lead is still cerusse. 
The method of making white lead by the aid of vinegar and 
spent tan bark was patented as far back as 1622 and was 
supposed to have originated in Holland, hence it is known 
as the Dutch method. An earthenware pot is used, which 
resembles a crucible, and in this pot is a little shelf about 
half way up on which buckles of lead are placed, a small quan- 
tity of weak acetic acid or vinegar being placed in the bot- 
tom of the pot. Hundreds, or perhaps thousands, of these 
pots are placed in a chamber which is entirely closed up. The 
tan bark begins to ferment and gives off quantities of car- 
bonic acid gas; the vinegar is vaporized and attacks the lead: 
the carbonic acid then slowly changes the blue lead into a 
carbonate lead. and at the end of three months the corrosion 
" — compleved and the white hydrated carbonate of lead 
s formed. 


THE NEW METHODS OF MANUFACTURE 


“There are any number of these methods and likewise a 
number of new methods of manufacturing, but it is a ques- 
tion which has been disputed time and again whether the 
new aethods, which are called ‘ quick process.’ produce better 
whiie Jead than the old method. The new methods may be 
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simply described as being the formation of lead carbonate 
from the solution of lead salt and carbonic acid. I show you 
here the manufacture of white lead by what is known as the 
wet method, which is very simple and under certain circum- 
stances produces a very excellent product. This method was 
patented by Noble under the name of the Thenard process iu 
1808. The manufacture of white lead by the old method is in 
itself a poisonous one, and it is an interesting fact that in one 
of the short stories written by Charles Dickens, called ‘A 
Bright Star in the Hast,’ he describes a visit to one of the 
white lead plants in the East End of London. This story was 
written in 1850, after his first visit to America, and he asserts 
in it with some degree of conviction his belief that American 
ingenuity would overcome the danger to the workmen. It is 
a gratifying fact to record that in American white lead works 
lead poisoning is almost unknown. 


THE DEFECTS OF WHITE LEAD AND THE ADVANTAGES OF ZINC 
OXIDE. 


“ White lead has the one defect that it will not stand sul- 
phurous gas of any kind and it blackens very readily when 
subjected to the fumes of sulphuretted hydrogen. 1 show you 
the effect of the sulphuretted gas on white lead and you will 
immediately notice that it turns it from a brilliant white to a 
dirty brown. This is the reason why zine oxide is so largely 
used for the painting of stables and, outhouses and the walls 
of rooms where permanency in whiteness is desired. 

“The use of zine oxide within the last 20 years has in- 
creased enormously, and it appears that its use will increase 
still more. It remains white and is not affected by the sulphur 
gases, for the reason that its sulphide is white. The French 
method for making zinc oxide is by the direct oxidation of 
the metallic zinc. The American method is by the direct cal- 
cining of the zinc ore, and I exhibit a piece of enamel cloth 
made entirely of zinc oxide. The new zinc paint is a sulphide 
made by the double decomposition of zinc sulphate and barium 
sulphide. This material is sold under the name of Oleum 
white, Beckton white, Charlton white or Lithopone and pos- 
sesses a great many advantages, particularly for the manu- 
facture of linoleum and oilcloths. It is not acted on by sul- 
phuretted hydrogen because it is completely saturated with 
sulphur. 

CHROME YELLOWS 


“If a solution of lead acetate and potassium bichromate 
be mixed together a lead chromate is formed of a medium 
shade. If an acid such as sulphuric or citric be added to the 
potassium bichromate a lemon of a pale shade is produced. 
If an alkali such as lime or potash be added an orange shade 
is produced, and thus we have the range from a lemon yellow 
to a deep orange made in the manner described. In the manu- 
facture of all precipitated colors the concentration and tem- 
perature of the solutions and the speed with which the solu- 
tions are combined have a remarkable influence on the shade 
and fineness. Therefore if we take concentrated solutions and 
throw them together rapidly we produce heavy and dull look- 
ing shades, and if we have cold solutions which are very di- 
lute and which are allowed to come in contact very slowly we 
have brilliant and light gravity colors. 

“In the manufacture of chemical colors it may be oppor- 
tune to state that it is necessary to make solutions in the'r 
atomic proportions so that no waste occurs. One hundred 
pounds of lead acetate will require 29 pounds of potassium 
bichromate, so that the precipitate forms lead chromate en- 
tirely and the supernatant liquid forms potassium acetate. 

“Of the greens I shall speak after I have discussed some 
of the blue pigments, because the greens are chiefly a mixture 
of the blue and the yellow. Cadmium sulphide is a very ex- 
pensive yellow color, ranging in price from $3 to $8 a pound. 
It is only used nowadays as an artists’ color for painting pic- 
tures. It is made by the addition of a sulphide to the cadmium 
salt. Chrome yellow, which is fully as strong in tinctorial 
power, ranges in price from 15 to 30 cents a pound. In the 
days of horse cars cadmium yellow was used as a yellow pig- 
ment because the sulphur gases of the stable did not affect 
it, but the trolley car has supplanted that. 


BLUES. 


*“ One of the most wonderful pigments made is ultramarine 
blue. It is perhaps the first synthetic color ever manufactured. 
The natural ultramarine blue is a blue mineral (lapis lazuli) 
which is found in Siberia, Persia and China, and is used only 
for decorative purposes. It was formerly used for painting and 
is a most perfect pigment, although it has not very much body. 
In 1828 both Grunnet and Gmelin, of France, succeeded in 
making an artificial ultramarine blue which equaled lapis 
lazuli in composition. It is a very strange fact that the prod- 
ucts which go in the manufacture of ultramarine blue possess 
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no characteristics of the finished material. Briefly stated, 
when a mixture is made of china clay (aluminum silicate), 
sodium carbonate, sodiim sulphate, sulphur and charcoal it 
produces a brilliant blue, which is largely used as a wash blue, 
in making blue paper, and as a permanent pigment for house 
painting and for making printing inks. It cannot, however, 
be used in conjunction with white lead, because the sulphur 
it contains is likely to blacken the lead. It is a non-poisonous 
color and is also used for whitening refined sugar. 


PRUSSIAN BLUE 


is a mixture of a salt of iron and it depends very largely on 
the physical conditions whether a brilliant blue or a dull 
blue is obtained. It is a poisonous compound, being prac- 
tically a ferric ferrocyanide of iron. Most blues are made 
with iron sulphate, which first produces a whitish precipitate 
and this is then oxidized with nitric acid or potassium chlorate 
or bleaching powder. The various grades, which all have about 
the same purity but differ largely in their tone, are sold under 
the names of Prussian blue, steel blue, Chinese blue, milori 
blue, bronze blue, etc. Prussian blues are the basis of all the 
chrome greens of commerce, which are made by the addition 
of any one of these blues to chrome yellow. In practice, how- 
ever, the blues are not made separately, but the lead salt, the 
iron salt, the yellow prussiate of potash and the bichromate of 
potash are precipitated alternately. The Prussian blue and 
the chrome greens are very permanent colors and ‘work well 
in conjunction with white lead. Ultramarine blue does not 
work well with white lead, as the sulphide is likely to combine 
with the lead and blacken it. Therefore in making blue tones 
with lead it is necessary to use Prussian blue. Ultramarine 
and Prussian blue both work well with zinc. Prussian blue 
has a peculiar property, it being soluble in linseed oil at a 
temperature above 400 degrees. It converts the oil into an 
extremely elastic and glossy varnish. This varnish is used 
entirely for making patent or enamel leather and black en- 
ameled oilcloth. It is found in practice that an imitation of 
Prussian blue, known as japanners’ brown, can be made 
by the decomposition of Chinese blue at a high temperature 
in the presence of carbonic acid gas. It makes a much more 
—* film of linseed oil than Prussian blue or Chinese 
ue. 


LAKES. 


“ Brilliant pigments which are more or less transparent, and 
generally made from organic dyes, precipitated or mineral 
bases, are termed “lakes,” and the oldest and perhaps best 
known of these lakes is carmine. Carmine has been known 
for three centuries. It is the coloring matter of: the dried 
cochineal bug, which is precipitated with alumina. This color- 
ing matter is practically an acid which, combined with 
alumina, forms an alumina lake. Pure carmine is completely 
soluble in ammonia and is non-poisonous. In former years 
it was used to a very large extent as a decorative paint, but 
the aniline colors have practically driven it out. It is, how- 
ever, used as a coloring matter for candies and syrups. The 
aniline lakes are all precipitated in much the same way as 
carinine, depending, however, largely on their chemical com- 
positions. Some are treated with chloride of barium, some 
with tannic acid, some with lead salt and some are developed. 


THE ANILINE COLORS. 


“When coal tar is distilled one of the first derivatives is 
known as benzole and is well described in the benzene series. 
When this benzole is treated with nitric acid nitro-benzole is 
formed, and when nitro-benzole is again treated with iron 
in the presence of hydrochloric acid an aniline oil is then pro- 
duced which is the progenitor of certain aniline colors. The 
subject of aniline colors is too vast for extended reference 
here. Many of them are acted upon by acids and alkalies, 
only to form different colors; some of them are developed and 
others are made by direct fusion and melting, and still others 
are made synthetically by low temperature in the presence of 
ice. 





Illuminating Gas Discovered by a Pharmacist. 


According to the Annales de Pharmacie de Louvain for 
June, 1902, the discovery of illuminating gas is due to Minke- 
lers, a pharmacist, of Louvain, who first used it to illuminate 
his lecture room at the University of Louvain on October 1, 
1784. The English have celebrated the centennial of the discov- 
ery of illuminating gas five years ago, attributing this dis- 
covery to Murdoch in 1796 or 1797. The French, on the other 
hand, claim that the credit for this discovery is due to an 
engineer named Lebon, who in 1786 used “ gas de bois” for 
lighting his thermal lamps. Jean Pierre Minkelers was a phar- 


PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 37 


macist and the son of a pharmacist. When political events 
necessitated it the University of Louvain was closed and 
Minkelers went back to Maestricht, his native city, where he 
continued to practice pharmacy. Hence pharmacy has one 
more great discovery to inscribe on its Golden Book. 





STORE MANAGEMENT. 
Conducted by W. A. Dawson. 


{n addition to publishing a series of articles covering the commer- 
cial side of pharmacy, the editor of this department will en- 
deavor to discuss, criticise, advise and give information on 
any question pertaining to the business management of the 
drug store propounded by readers of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 
This feature of the department is intended to constitute a bust- 
ness query column for the readers of the AMERICAN DRUGGIST, 
and all queries regarding business matters addressed to it will 
be freely answered. 


Employer and Employee; Their Duties and Relations. 
(Continued. ) 


i young pharmacist who starts in business with a 

limited capital should work with all his might to 
hasten the day when he can take on a second registered 
clerk, and he should not hesitate or fail to employ a sec- 
ond registered man at the earliest moment he sees his way 
clear to do so. 

Until his enterprise reaches that stage of prosperity 
where it can support three registered pharmacists, includ- 
ing himself, the proprietor must perforce be a slave to his 
business, tied down and confined to a very narrow exist- 
ence. With fewer help it is not possible to reduce the 
work and hours of duty to a system that will bear lightly 
upon proprietor and clerks, and enable them to retain that 
vigor of bodily health and mental alertness necessary for 
success in the practice of pharmacy. 

The advent of the third man marks an epoch in the 
business career of the proprietor; he can now breathe a 
sigh of relief, for the hardest part of the drudgery in 
founding a business is over. No longer pushed by his 
business he can drop routine work and push his business. 
From this time on he can devote his efforts wholly to the 
management of the business, and he should consider his 
time too valuable to spend on routine work or the minor” 
details. His part is to plan, to order, to oversee, leaving to 
his subordinates the execution of routine and detail, hold- 
ing each employee responsible for the proper performance 
of his duties and for the satisfactory execution of all or- 
ders given to them. 

Two registered clerks will allow the proprietor to get 
away from the store more frequently, to go oftener to 
market; for no man can be a “close buyer” unless he 
keeps in close personal touch with his nearby jobbing cep- 
ter, and occasionally visits the more remote primary mar- 
kets from which the jobbing center is mainly supplied. 

An hour’s walk, or drive if in the country, in the vi- 
cinity of the store each day will serve the double purpose 
of “ taking the air ” for health’s sake and keeping one in- 
formed of what is going on in his business field, what 
competitors are doing, the new buildings being erected, 
new families moving in, etc. One or two evenings a week 
can be devoted to the social and fraternal life of the neigh- 
borhood. 

Periodically getting away from the store and occasion- 
ally getting entirely away from business is absolutely es- 
sential to a successful business career. That quick percep- 
tion and almost unerring judgment of a business possibil- 
ity or proposition that we call “ business ability,” is main- 
ly the ability to see and judge things “in the mass.” To 
do this one must get away from detail for the moment, in 
fact lose sight of it. Watch an artist painting a picture. 
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With his face a foot or two from the canvas he paints a 
few strokes, then steps back 5, 10 or 20 steps, until he 
loses sight of the strokes he has just laid on, except as 
they modify the whole, until he can view his work “ in the 
mass.” It is much the same in business; one must step 
back, get away from detail, until he can see, study and 
manage his business broadly as a whole; this is a point 
of view which is altogether lost by the man who “ sticks 
close to business.” Large business enterprises are not so 
much the result of hard work as of hard thinking by their 
founders. 

With a minimum working force of three registered 
men, the clerks’ hours of duty may be made easier. If 
the store is open daily from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.—the usual 
hours save in special locations—the daily routine may be- 
gin with the opening of the store by the second clerk, the 
porter or boy going on duty at the same hour. The first 
clerk will then go on duty at 8 a.m., the proprietor arriv- 
ing at about 9 a.m., thus dividing the working force into 
two shifts, an early and a late shift. Ifa boy is employed 
in addition to a porter he should arrive with the early 
shift, and if there is a junior clerk he should be put upon 
the late shift. The early shift may be allowed to quit for 
the day at 9 p.m., the late shift staying on until closing 
time, the first clerk closing the store at 10 p.m. In the 
larger cities it is usual to allow the porter to quit work at 
6 p.m., with a round of duty including every week day and 
two or three hours’ work every Sunday morning. 

Each of the clerks, juniors and apprentices should 
have a whole day off during the week and every alternate 
Sunday, making their week’s shift of duty thus average 
77 hours—five and one-half days of 14 hours each. 

An average of 71 hours of work per week should be 
regarded as the maximum of labor that the most exacting 
employer may require of any man. It is seven hours more 
than the law allows in some of the larger cities. The wise 
employer will endeavor to reduce the average week’s work 
of his employees to between 60 and 7o hours, not as a 
matter of sentiment but as a matter of business; as strict- 
ly a matter of sound business policy as discounting his 
bills, and for the same reason, because it pays a direct 
profit, to say nothing of the extra dividend of advertising 
that adds greatly to the “ good-will” of the business and 
the fame of its proprietor. Much has been said about 
“the pleased customer,” being “ the best of all advertise- 
ments,” but the pleased and enthusiastically loyal em- 
ployee will give a business more free advertising than will 
100 pleased customers. 

The average number of hours may be cut down in a 
number of ways, depending upon local conditions, closing 
at an earlier hour during the dull season, or part of the 
day on Sundays, or giving an extra evening off or part of 
an afternoon—during the quietest part of the day—once a 
week. 

“ Long hours ” are the curse of pharmacy, its greatest 
burden, a heavy handicap to its progress. Considering 
that the average of salaries is no greater than that of 
clerks in other lines where the hours of work are less in 
number per week, it is a wonder that so many fine young 

‘fellows “go in” for pharmacy. As it is it is becoming 
more and more difficult to get the right sort of apprentices 
in the large cities and their suburbs—there are so many 
other avenues of employment promising more alluring 
futures. One pharmacist in a New York suburb, known 
to the writer, tried for more than a year to get an appren- 
tice possessing the necessary qualifications for becoming a 
first-class pharmacist, and spent quite a little cash in ad- 
vertising for such a young man, but without finding one 
that, as he expressed it, “ was worth spending the time 
on,” in training. 

His requirements were not unusually high: “ A young 
man of good family, bright, intelligent, of good address 
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and with a grammar or high school education.” The in- 
ducements offered applicants were: $5 a week salary the 
first year, $7 the second, $10 the third, $15 upon becom- 
ing registered, with a possibility of $20 a week as the 
maximum of pay after some years of service. The ap- 
plicant would have had the status of a junior clerk from 
the start, and would have had no menial tasks, since a 
porter was employed; every assistance would have been 
given to the applicant in his studies and training, and he 
would have been pushed along as rapidly as possible and 
given the necessary time to attend the nearest college of 
pharmacy, from which he would have been expected to 
graduate at the end of his fourth year in the business. Of 
the numerous applicants who sought the job not one pos- 
sessed so much as a single one of the requirements, and 
not one of those that the job sought, personally solicited 
by the pharmacist, and known to have the necessary qual- 
ifications, but refused it immediately. Finally he gave up 
trying, saying that “the higher education and admission 
of the unfit questions ” could “ go hang,” for all he cared, 
he was through with it. 

There are lots of good clerks, and they mostly hold 
good situations. When by chance or accident an em- 
ployer gets hold of a good man he should remember that 
with liberal treatment he will be able to keep him longer. 
The good clerk is sought after by other employers, and 
generally has an eye open for an opportunity to go in busi- 
ness for himself. 

Some employers make. the mistake of keeping their 
clerks at a distance, “make them keep their place,” or 
‘hold them down,” as they sometimes express it. Some 
do this unconsciously, it being merely a reflection of their 
self importance ; an employee is simply one of his “ help,” 
just as the servant in his kitchen may be; others assume 
this attitude as a matter of business policy, cold bloodedly, 
in the belief that it is part of a correct store discipline and 
keeps the employees from thinking themselves of impor- 
tance and perhaps asking for more pay, extra time off or 
other favors. 

“He who only rules by terror, doeth grievous wrong,” 
sang Tennyson in his Ballade of the Ship; as great a truth 
as poet ever sang. No martinet ever gets more than time 
service from those under his rule, gets more work than he 
can force out of his men. Such an employer never knows 
that hearty, helpful, voluntary, self sacrificing co-opera- 
tion of an employee who is well treated as a man and 
brother, confided in to such an extent as will allow him to 
realize in some degree the means and aims of his em- 
ployer, and rewarded with such annual increase of salary 
as will assure him that his efforts and work in building 
up the business are noted and appreciated, and that this in- 
crease of salary will be based upon a certain ratio of in- 
crease in the amount of business done each vear. An em- 
ployee so treated will work wonders in increasing trade, 
put all his heart and head into his work, make his em- 
ployer’s interests his own, be, in fact, a working partner, 
without the drawbacks of partnership. 


Formaldehyde in the Treatment of Septicaemia. 

Much interest has been aroused in medical circles by the 
presentation before the Obstetrical Society and the New York 
County Branch of the New York State Medical Association 
of a report by Dr. Cnas. C. Barrows of a case of septiczemia 
in which he used an intravenous injection of a very dilute 
formaldehyde solution with most tavorable results. Several 
other cases of septicaemia have been treated in this city by 
similar means and, as a rule, with favorable results. In one 
of the cases the patient, a sufferer from pneumonia, died after 
showing marked improvement under the treatment. The 
efficacy of the treatment is not universally conceded as yet 
by the medical profession, as some of the observers state that 
the results obtained are no better than those which follow an 
intravenous injection of an equal amount of water. Dr. Bar- 
rows used from 500 to 750 Ce. of a mixture of 1 part of for- 
maldehyde in 5,000 parts of water. 
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R. BENJAMIN H. PAUL, who has for 32 years occupied 
D the position of editor of the Pharmaceutical Journal, has 
been connected with the Pharmaceutical Society of Great 
Britain since its incorporation, having become an associate be- 
fore 1842. That connection originated in the accidental circum- 
stance that a boyish taste for chemistry prevailed over the 
intention of his relatives that he should be educated for the 
Church. At that time chemistry was, in popular estimation. 
so generally regarded as a negligible quantity that even some 
educated persons entertained the belief that the chemist’s 
shop was a place where apprentices were instructed in the 
science of chemistry, and under the influence of that supposi- 
tion young Paul was apprenticed to a country chemist. Con- 
currently with the disillusion which speedily followed, the 
opening of the Pharmaceutical Society’s laboratory in 184 
offered a better opportunity of attaining the desired object 
and the youth entered as one of the students. At the termi- 
nation of the first and second sessions he obtained prizes for 
chemistry. Subsequently he became the demonstrator in 
chemistry under Professor Redwood and had a large share in 
the work of fitting up the extended laboratory described in tho 
Pharmaceutical Journal, v. 314. In that capacity he had under 
his tuition many men who have since made themselves known 
as pharmacists or as manufacturers, among whom may be men- 
tioned Dr. Langdon Down, Joseph Ince, Alfred Allebin, J. C. 
Major, F’. Rudall, J. B. Edwards, R. D. Grindley, W. Sumpter, 
J. Stutchbury, J. R. Rogers, J. J. Bancroft, W. H. Bell and 
others, most of whom were prize men in chemistry, etc. He 
also assisted Professor Redwood in the preparation of the last 
edition of Gray’s Supplement to the Pharmacopoeia. At an 
early age it was characteristic of him to do his work as thor- 
oughly as it could be done, and, desirous of obtaining as com- 
plete a knowledge of chemistry as possible, he went to Ger- 
many and studied under Liebig and Will at Giessen, where he 
was contemporary with the late Dr. J. H. Gladstone, Stephen 
Darby and some other well-known English and American 
chemists and pharmacists. There he obtained the degree of 
doctor of philosophy. After leaving Germany he was for some 
time associated with Sir Robert Kane at the Museum of Irish 
Industry and with Professor Andrews at Queen’s College, Bel- 
fast. Later on he was assistant to Professor Graham at Uni- 
versity College, conducting his experiments on diffusion and 
the assay of bullion for the Royal Mint and the Bank of Eng- 
land. We next hear of him at the Island of Lews, engaged, 
in conjunction with the late Sir James Matheson, in the dis- 
tillation of peat and the manufacture of paraffin products. 
Not long afterward we find him turning his knowledge of 
chemistry to practical account in connection with the Besse- 
mer process in Belgium; also in Roumania as the manager of 
a petroleum industry, and in connection with the search for 
petroleum in the Greek islands and in Galicia, France, Hanover 
and Russia. 

Dr. Paul’s connection with the Pharmaceutical Journal goes 
back to the time when it was the property of Jacob Bell and 
was edited by him. His first signed contribution appeared in 
1846. His knowledge of foreign languages was utilized by the 
editor, to whom he supplied during several years an excellent 
précis of the progress of physical and chemical science, as well 
as reviews and various other contributions. Indeed, his record 
is to be found in the pages of the Journal, for there is hardly 
a volume that does not contain more than one signed article 
from his pen, in addition to the numerous articles and notes 
which have been written by him while acting as editor. Many 
of the signed papers have been worked out in conjunction 
with A, J. Cownley, a former pupil of Frankland, who has 
been continuously associated with Dr. Paul in laboratory work 
for nearly 30 years. Dr. Paul was also one of the contributors 
to Watt's Dictionary of Chemistry, and his article on water 
analysis was long regarded as the standard classic on that 
subject. 

When the office of editor of the Pharmaceutical Journal was 
undertaken by Dr. Paul, in 1870, the duties of that position 
were by no means free from difficulties. Trammeled by the 
neccessity of giving a large portion of the space to the Trans- 
actions of the society, and with very limited means at his 
disposal, he had also to act as.a buffer between the minority 
of pharmacists, forming the backbone of the society, and the 
majority of chemists and druggists in the country, who, being 
more or less opposed to the society’s educational policy, com- 
plained that their trade interests were neglected by. the society, 
while they themselves held aloof; he had also to contend with 
the competition of a journal professedly devoted to trade in- 
terests and seeking favorable consideration from the trade by 
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adopting a policy of active 
opposition to the work of the 


Pharmaceutical Society. Dr. 
Paul has, however, stead- 
fastly upheld during the 


whole of his editorship the 
paramount necessity cf a high standard of educational 
qualification for the pharmaceutist. But influenced by 
the circumstance that only about one-tenth of the 15,000 
chemists and druggists in Great Britain are engaged 
in business that has any claim to be called pharmacy, and 
by the increasingly keen competition in trade, the council 
of the society has been gradually led to favor the idea of giv- 
ing the trade element more consideration in the Journal and 
to alter its character. in the hope that it might thus be more 
appreciated by the general body of chemists and druggists. 
That object is considered by many to have been successfully 
attained by the changes that were made in 1895, but there are 
not a few members of the society who entertain a contrary 
opinion that the Journal has been decidedly deteriorated. The 
innovation never had the full sympathy of Dr. Paul, but it is 
reported that during the past year the council decided to ex- 
tend the innovation still further and to conduct the Journal 
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on more distinctly trade lines. That circumstance may par- 
tially account for Dr. Paul’s retirement from the editorship 
which appears to be otherwise inexplicable, since he is still 
in full intellectual vigor, though at an age beyond that at 
which most people cease from active work, and during the last 
three years is reported to have effected a saving of more than 
£1,000 a year in one department of the Journal work, So that 
presumably the opportunity of retiring from the editorship 
has been accepted by Dr. Paul under the influence of a feeling 
that the work could no longer command his hearty co-opera- 
tion. 

As an editor Dr. Paul possesses characteristics that have 
been extremely useful in the conduct of the Journal during the 
last 832 years. With a wide knowledge of men and things and a 
quick perception of motives and character, he has been able 
to support the action of the council under many trying circum- 
stances and to hold his own in the endeavor to promote the 
one great object of the Pharmaceutical Society—viz.: volun- 
tary craft consolidation. He has from that point of view re- 
sisted the mistaken but captious proposal to make membership 
of the society a compulsory concomitant of legal qualification, 
denouncing that proceeding as a means of vulgarizing mem- 
bership and destroying its value. Though recognizing the jus- 
tice of making all qualified individuals eligible to membership 
as being a logical result of the 1868 legislation. he has always 
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insisted that the only respectable motive for seeking the privi- 
lege of membership must be a profound sense of personal 
obligation. Painstaking and accurate himself, he has an al- 
most intuitive perception of the weak points of papers that 
come under his notice. During the 32 years of his editorship 
he has kept himself au courant with the progress of chemistry 
and allied sciences. A strong man, intellectually and phys- 
ically, with masterful ways, decided convictions and no fear 
of consequences, he has never hesitated to condemn careless 
work, unjust or underhand dealings, or illogical statements. 
lence it may be easily understood that he should be regarded 
by some of those with whom he came in contact as a “ rugged 
person,” difficult to get on with. But an editor who has a dis- 
cordant audience, mostly disposed to ab extra grumbling at 
existing conditions, without helping to improve them, requires 
to have confidence in his own opinions and the courage neces- 
sary for expressing them becomes a cardinal virtue. 

In his private character Dr. Paul is a sincere friend and 
and excellent host; an experienced man of the world, at home 
in almost every capital in Europe, he is also a charming travy- 
eling companion. With the British trait of absolute fearless- 
ness in doing what he believes to be right and just, he is a 
fair fighter, quite as willing to acknowledge himself in error 
or to receive a straight hit, when deserved, as to give one 
when needful, never seeking advertisement or descending to 
log rolling. Hence as editor “of the Pharmaceutical Journal Dr. 
’aul may not have been individually conspicuous and is per- 
haps less widely known than his abilities merited. 

HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO PHARMACEUTICAL LITERATURE. 

Following are the titles of papers in the Pharmaceutical 
Journal by Dr. B. H. Paul: 

Purification of Cobalt from Zaffre (2), vi 
x, pp. 100, 551, 601; Mode of Testing 


(2), xi, pp. 1, 45; "The 
The Purity of Drugs and P 


» 261; Li mr Fuel (2) 
the Mineral Oil d in ae 
uality of Chloral Hydrate (3), 1, 
armaceutical Preparations (3), iv, p. 1033; 
East India Cinchona Bark (3), vi, p. 321; The Quinine Sulphate of 
Commerce (3), vii, p. 672; The Examination of Some Specimens of 
Citrate of Iron and Quinine (3), vii, 829; Marking Ink Containing 
Silver a Source of Damage to Linen (3), vii, 1; The Pharmacopeia 
Test for Quinine Sulphate (3), vii, 653; and C. T. Kingzett, Alkaloids 
from Japanese Aconite (3), viii, 172; Metallic Compounds in Alimen- 
tary Substances (3), vili, 232; Note on the Tannins (3), viii, 659; 
Tartrate of Lime in Cream of Tartar (3), x, 341; A Peculiar Kind 
of Cinchona Bark (3), xi, 259; Analysis of Samples of Cinchona Bark 
Grown in Jamaica (3), xiii, 897; Liquid Extract of Cinchona (3), 
xiii, 737; Analysis of Cinchona Bark from Madras (3), xiv, 666; 
Docoction and Infusion of Cinchona Bark (3), xv, 61; and A. J. Cown- 
ley, Peculiar Alkaloid in the Bark of Cinchona i ge (3), xii, 497; 
Cupreine, Non- Rotatory Power of (3), xv, 729; The Homoquinine of 
Cuprea Bark (3). xv, 401; Cocaine and Its Salts (3), xvi, 325; Co- 
caine Benzoate (3), xvi, 8i7; Note on a Sample of Hopeine (3), xvi, 
877 ; _ uid E xtract of Cinchona (3), xvi, 861; Note on Catha Edulis 
(3), xvii, 1009; Laboratory Notes (3), xvii, 647; Tests of Quinine Sul- 
phate, Determination of Caffeine, Cocaine Hydrochlorate; and A. 
Cownley, Amount of Caffeine in Various Kinds of Coffee (3), xvii, 
565; Chemical Notes on Coffee (3), xvii, 821-921; Gieditscnia Tria- 
canthos (3). xvili, 317; Chemical Notes on Tea (3), xviii, 417; Co- 
caine and Its Salts (3), xviii, 781; Chemical Notes on Tea (3), xix, 
24; The Quality of Quinine Sulphate (3), xix, 665; ears Ti Cocaine 
in Coca Leaves (3), xx, 166; Amount of Theine in Tea (3), xxi, 61; 
Determination of Caffeine (3), xxi, 882; The Chemistry of Ipecacuhana 
(3), xxv, 111, 373, 641, 690; Action of Heat upon the Alka'oids of 
a (4). i, 2; Ipecacuanha, Brazilian Columbian (4), li, 321; 
The Detection of Copper in Vegetable Substances (4), il, 441; Jabor- 
andi and Its Alkaloids (4), iii, 1; Pilocarpine Hydrochloride (4), iii, 
437: The Alleged Conversion of *Cinchonine into ee ry (4) 
iv, 141; Paraformic Aldehyde as an Antiseptic (4), y, Salts of 
Emetine (4), v, 451; Cocaine Hydrochloride (4), vi, 588: S cA ceteeon 
of Crystalline Substances Obtained from Daviene Latifolia (4), v, 187; 
Absorption of Carbonic Anhydride by Magnesia (4), vil. 389; New 
Drugs from the Colonial Office (4), vil, 51; Emetine and Cephaeline 
(*). vii, 98; Cocaine Hydrochloride (4), viii, 524; Quinine Hydro- 
chloride and Caffeine (4), x, 438; Tests for Arsenic (4), x, 688; 
Arsenic in Beer and Sugar (4), xi, 690; Detection and Chemical 
(Do ai so8, of Arsenic (4), xii, 136, 226; Chemistry of Ipecacuanha 
(4), xii, 3. 


Packing House Pharmaceuticals. 
A host of pharmaceutical preparations are compounded in 


the laboratories of the packing establishments. Bearing the 
label of these concerns will be found such things as “ desic- 
cated thyroids,” ‘“ desiccated thymus,” ‘“ spinalcord powder ” 
and “pituitary body powder.” Recently it was determined 
that the serum in the eyeball of a steer possessed certain 
medicinal properties, and now the packers are producing it as 
an article of commerce. ‘“ The thyroid gland of the sheep, the 
thymus gland of the lamb, the parotid gland of the calf, and 
the pituitary and suprarenal gland of the steer are resolved 
into desiccated substances, powders and liquids in the labo- 
ratory,” says a writer in a recent number of the Century 
Magazine. “ Every one of these has its place in medicine in 
the treatment of organic and nervous disorders, and year by 
year their repute is growing. Defibrinated blood and inspis- 
sated ox gall are made in large quantities, as are pepsin and 
pancreatin and their dozens of compounds. From the blood 
albumen is extracted for the use of the calico printer, the 
sugar refiner and tne tanner, and anhydrous ammonia for the 
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ice manufacturer's freezing liquid. The spinal cord and spleen 
of the steer are sent to the chemist for reduction to powder 
and tablet.” 





THE PRODUCTS OF THE BEE.' 
By S. T. Frost. 


ROPOLIS is a substance employed by bees for stopping 
P cracks and crevices in the hive, and generally as a cement- 
ing medium. It is of a very dark green, almost black, 
color, of a highly resinous and tenacious character, and is 
collected by the bees principally from the buds of plants and 
the horse chestnut, and from the bark of certain other trees. 
“ Propolis’ was the name given to an old galenical prepara- 
tion made from the leaf buds of poplars, birches and other 
trees. This preparation was found to be extremely useful in 
the diarrhoea of children, and it was also employed for the 
treatment of wounds, for anointing various eruptions of the 
skin, and in seborrhea and other complaints; but propolis in 
its crude state, as a by-product of bee keeping, does not appear 
to have been adapted to modern therapeutical requirements. 
Recently, however, a preparation made from crude propolis 
had been introduced under the name “ Propolisine.” This new 
preparation is an oily liquid of characteristic and pleasant 
odor, which was reported to have gained considerable recogni 
tion in therapeutics as a disinfectant and antiseptic. 


THE PRODUCTION AND COMPOSITION OF HONEY. 


In the first instance, a sweet liquid—nectar—secreted by 
flowers, is extracted from the nectary of flowers by the bee 
and is passed from its mouth to the honey sac, and in passing 
receives the secretions of a system of glands at the root of the 
tongue, which convert the cane sugar of nectar into the grape 
sugar of honey. On returning to the hive the bee disgorges 
the honey and stores it in the cells of the honeycomb. The 
heat of the hive causes a certain amount of water to evaporate 
and the ripe honey contained in the cell is then sealed over 
with a thin cap of wax. 

The author having referred to the composition of honey an! 
the characteristics of the pure and sophisticated articles, also 
to its properties as a food and a medicine, quoted the following 
formula for making mead, recommended by the Rev. Geraril 
W. Bancks, M.A., of Hartley Rectory, Kent, who has made a 
special study of honey and its uses: 

To every gallon of water put 2, 3 or 4 pounds of honey (according 
to quality of mead desired), with the peel of two lemons. Boil for 
half an hour, and then —— into a cask. When lukewarm add a 
little yeast, and to a oad lon cask 2 ounces each of ammonium phos- 
phate and cream of tartar. ‘Tack cream-cloth or muslin over bung- 
hole. When it has ceased working bung up tightly, and let it remain 
in the cask six months; bottle and cork at once. 

With regard to the ferment, Mr. Bancks states that it is 
important that a suitable one be introduced immediately the 
temperature of the liquid reaches about 90 degrees F., and 
that it should develop as quickly as possible, so as to prevent 
the possibility of undesirable ferments making any progress. 


COMMERCE IN HONEY 


The honey and wax market of the United Kingdom is 
largely dependent upon foreign countries for an adequate sup- 
ply. The amount of honey imported during the past five years 
had been roughly estimated at about 2,250,000 cwt., value 
about £31,000, or about 344 pence per pound. Among the prin- 
cipal countries supplying the British markets are the United 
States of America (chiefly California), Chili and Peru, British 
West Indies, France, Italy, Australia and Germany. Occa- 
sionally honey is also imported from New Zealand. 

California comes easily first as a honey producing country, 
an crop in 1886 (the last date quoted) being 4,500,000 pounds.. 
With its opulence of bloom, practically all the year round. 
California is an ideal home for apiculture, as many as three 
crops of honey being available. Bee keeping is carried on 
most extensively along the southern coast, where the sage 
brush hills furnish the whitest, most delicate honey in the 
market. By moving the bee colonies about three crops of 
honey are secured, the bees being kept active during nine 
months of the year. Notwithstanding the large yields of 
honey that are obtained in California, adulteration is some- 
times practiced, and California, as well as honey from other 
countries, is often mixed with glucose. One method, said to 
be adopted in California, is to fill the 4-gallon can in which 
honey is shipped about one-quarter full with glucose of a 
fairly thick consistency, and the honey is then poured on the 
top of the glucose. 

Chili probably ranks next to California as a honey producer, 
although the industry there is only about 25 years old. Goo: 


. Abstract of a paper read before the Chemists’ Assistants’ 
tion and published in the Ohemist and Druggist. 


Associa- 








thick white Chilian honey is especially esteemed for medicinal 
purposes. Chilian and Peruvian honey and wax are much of 
the same class. The principal markets in Europe for Chilian 
honey are Hamburg and Liverpool, it being very rarely offered 
in London. Hamburg has of late years considerably devel- 
oped as a port for Chilian and Peruvian wax and honey. For 
instance, of 2,178,000 kilos (1,000 kilos = 1 ton) of honey im- 
ported into Hamburg, more than half was shipped from Chili 
and Peru, while of beeswax 1,376,000 kilos were imported in 
1899, against 1,262,300 kilos in 1898. The imports of Chilian 
honey and wax into Liverpool during the past few years are 
shown in the following table of figures, supplied by T. H. 
Wardleworth, of Liverpool: 


1897 1898. 1899. 1900. 1901. 

Chilian honey: Bbls. Bbls. Bbls. Bbls. Bbls. 
Stock, December 31... 910 1,545 790 600 5,750 
OS eae reer 3,163 5,995 4,422 5,257 11,515 
Chilian beeswax: Pkgs. ie Pkgs. i abe 
Stock, December 31... 170 0 0 190 17 
RUIN his .a diode viele 723 755 914 734 995 


French honey is mostly shipped to London from Dieppe, and 
the new crop generally comes in about August and September. 
About 6,000,000 kilos is an average crop, the bulk of it being 
consumed in France. It is seldom offered for sale in Mincing 
lane, as the imports usually go into the hands of wholesale 
druggists direct. 

Dealing with Jamaica honey, Mr. Frost said it had been 
much in evidence in the London market of late years, where 
it has become one of the cheapest varieties of honey sold. 
In Cuba it is said to be produced at a cost of 2 cents per pound. 
A. J. Root (an American), one of the greatest authorities on 
the subject, had expressed the opinion that Jamaican “ log- 
wood” honey compares favorably with anything that can be 
produced in America. 

Australian honey is frequently offered in Mincing lane, but 
its flavor is not greatly appreciated, probably owing to the 
bees having gathered nectar from eucalyptus flowers; it is 
also flavored, sometimes said to be perfumed. In South Aus- 
tralia bee keeping and honey production are rapidly growing. 
The amount of honey produced in 1899-1900 was estimated at 
523,000 pounds, while in 1900-01 that amount was more than 
trebled, the total output being 1,700,000 pounds. Most of this 
honey is consumed locally, very little finding its way to Minc- 
ing lane. If the color and flavor of South Australian honey 
can be got to suit the requirements of buyers in the European 
markets it ought to be possible to work up a large trade, as 
sufficient could be obtained to supply all the honey importing 
countries. 

New South Wales is also a large producer of ,honey, but 
very little comes to London. 

Russian honey is never seen in the London market, although 
there is an estimated production of about 320,000 ewt. annually. 
That amount, however, is evidently not sufficient for home 
consumption, as both wax and honey are imported into Russia. 

The Emperor Menelik, it is said, has a garden planted with 
kousso plants and stocked with beehives. After the flowering 
season some of the honey is taken from the hives. A teaspoon- 
ful of this honey dissolved in water is said to be a very effect- 
ive remedy for tapeworm and free from any objectionable 
effects. 

The price of honey depends upon flavor and color. If the 
honey is light in color the chances are—speaking particularly 
of Californian and Jamaican honey— that it has been gathered 
from the right class of flowers. The amount of honey used 
in pharmacy is insignificant in comparison to the total con- 
sumption. 


HOW BEESWAX IS PRODUCED, 


The author, having dealt with poisonous honey, proceeded 
to speak about beeswax, which is formed in the body of the 
working bee of fluid- honey and pollen—not involuntarily, as 
well nourished animals form fat, but whenever the bees wish 
to form it. When they take fluid honey and pollen in a larger 
quantity than they need for their own nourishment the surplus 
is retained, further digested and allowed to pass into the blood 
vessels, in order to be chemically distilled there, and to exude 
upon what are termed the ventral plates on the under part of 
the abdomen. The wax leaves the secreting glands in a fluid 
state and solidifies in the form of small transparent white 
scales, five cornered, resembling mica and shining like mother 
of pearl. The variation in the color of the comb has been 
found to be due to the pollen used by the bees. The pollen 
from different flowers gives the wax its distinctive color. 

It is generally considered that in order to produce 1 pound 
of comb from 10 to 20 pounds of honey is consumed. This is 
the reason why the modern bee keeper endeavors to keep his 
combs in good condition from year to year, in order that the 
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bees may commence to store honey as soon as the season 
begins. 

Mr. Frost next dealt with the various ways of melting 
down the comb and clarifying the wax. Coming to adulter- 
ants, he stated these to be chiefly resin, tallow, stearin, goats’ 
fat, paraffin, and vegetable and other inferior waxes. The 
only satisfactory test for beeswax is to determine the amount 
of cerotic acid and the non-volatile fatty acids present, but 
the following simple tests suggested by J. Dennler, are useful: 

1. When wax is chewed there should be no unpleasant taste and 
it should not stick to the teeth. If wax is adulterated with other 


ingredients the taste alone will detect them. If it sticks to the teeth 
the admixture of resin can be assumed. 


2. Pure beeswax may be distinguished from adulterated by Gropging 
a small piece of beeswax, of known purity, on a hot iron plate. T 
odor given off is neticed. Then a piece of the suspected wax is woame 
in the same way. If it contains ceresine a disagreeable fatty white 
smoke is given off, which differs _ more from the smell of wax the 
more ceresine there is mixed with i 

Having described the uses of wax in pharmacy, 
mercial sources were mentioned. 

Imported wax varies greatly in color and quality, ranging 
from white, through all the shades of yellow and brown, to 
black. Perhaps the article for which there is the greatest 
demand in the open market is Jamaican wax, which is shipped 
in barrels, casks and cases weighing from 2 to 4 cwt., and 
always finds an unlimited sale in London on account of its 
undoubted purity. The prices range from £7 10s. to £8 15s. 
per cwt., and occasionally there is very active competition 
for it. The total exports from Jamaica in 1898 were valued 
at £10,294, against £4,823 in 1888, while the value of the honey 
exported from Jamaica during the same years was £2,103, 
against £1,341. The United States has increased her imports 
of wax from Jamaica, while the amount coming to the United 
Kingdom has decreased. 


its com- 





Robert Louis Stevenson and Pharmacy. 

In one of Robert Louis Stevenson’s short stories we meet 
with the following: 

** Monsieur Leon Berthelini had a great care of his appear- 
ance, sedulously suited his deportment to the costume of the 
hour. If he had worn the clothes of the period you 
would have set him down for a hitherto undiscovered hybrid 
between the barber and the affable dispensing chemist.” I 
make no comment on where Stevenson wishes to place the 
chemist socially; to know that he was on friendly terms with 
one or two of them is more to the purpose. One of these 
friends has lately published A Life Study in Criticism on his 
late friend and schoolmate. We heard of the Journal started 
by Bell and Ford, and when reading of it I was reminded of 
a similar journalistic enterprise as related by H. B. Baildon 
in his book on Stevenson. Mr. Baildon first met Stevenson at 
a private school kept by one Robert Thomson, M.A., in Fred- 
erick street. ‘ At school,” says Mr. Baildon, ‘‘ Stevenson was 
a quick and bright, but somewhat desultory scholar, and never 
strove after distinction in his class. But he was already 
full of his own literary projects and activities, and we took, I 
fancy, a keener interest in the school magazine than in our 
more regular and legitimate studies. That we were rather 
ambitious is witnessed by the fact that we must needs run 
two serial stories abreast. One of these Stevenson wrote him 
self, while he and I collaborated over the other. He suggested 
and discussed with me the plot, which was of true Stevenson- 
ian type and was laid in the tropical island of Jamaica, and I 
wrote up the details with such unfortunate vividness and 
effect that the story was speedily proscribed by my parents 
as sensational, and either remained a torso, to use a fine 
phrase, or was finished single handed by Stevenson himself.” 
H. C. Baildon, father of Stevenson’s friend and the founder of 
the firm that still bears his name, had his home at Duncliffe, 
Murrayfield, in which Stevenson when a boy would often be 
with his youthful companion. He has immortalized it in one of 
his short stories, “‘The Misadventures of John Nicholson.” Here 
is a curious remark in one of Stevenson’s letters to the sister 
of one of his friends: ‘“ You may remember Walter had a ro- 
mantic affection for all pharmacies, and the bottles in the win- 
dow were for him a poem. He said once that he knew no pleas- 
ure like driving through a lamplit city waiting for the chem- 
ist’s to go by.” Perhaps a little time served behind these fine 
glaring bottles would have cured him of all the ‘“ romantic 
affection ’” and poetry he saw in them. 

During the time Stevenson was in the South of France he 
was intimate with the English pharmacist in one of the towns 
there. A son of this pharmacist still carries on the business. 
A few years ago he, with Richard le Gallienne, a few others 
and a Scotch chemist, had a midnight exploit in a cave there. 
A very interesting account of it was contributed to the Daily 
Chronicle by Richard le Gallienne.—J. G. Seclater, in “ Phar- 
macists in Literature.” 
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Queries and Answers 


We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for information on all pharmaceutic matters. 





Physical Characteristics of the Glycerophos- 
phates.— E. W. H.—Glycerophosphoric acid is a pale 
yellow, oily, odorless liquid, of a sour taste, which is sol- 
uble in both water and alcohol. It is not used in medicine 
by itself. Nearly all the salts of glycerophosphoric acid 
are extremely hygroscopic substances, and some appear 
on the market in the form of a 75 per cent. aqueous solu- 
tion having the consistency of a thick liquid or semi-solid 
mass. The sodium and potassium salts are put on the 
market in this form, while the calcium, iron, lithium, mag- 
nesium and quinine salts occur either as powders, crystals 
or scales. 


Blue Prints on Porcelain.— B. A. H.—With the 
information given in our last issue on the Theory of Blue 
Prints all that is required for the purpose mentioned in 
your recent communication is a formula. Positive pic- 
tures may be painted on china or porcelain by observing 
the details of the following process: First coat the surface 
of the article which is to receive the print with a layer of 
well-beaten white of egg, and after this is dry sensitize 
the coating with a mixture of the two subjoined solutions. 


Solution A. 


Potassium ferricyanide. ..........cccccccscsecrccees r 5i 
Jf eens ae erry ty Tyee Tee eT Ee Pe 3V 
Solution B. 

Iron and ammonium citrate....................-dViiSS 
RE ee eer Ts Sa ee ee eee ore 3v 


A mixture of equal parts of Solutions A and B is ap- 
plied to the layer of egg albumen by means of a brush, the 
operation being conducted in the dark, or in light from 
which the actinic rays have been carefully excluded. (The 
light of a lamp which has been covered with orange tis- 
sue paper will usually answer, though a screen of non- 
actinic orange glass through which the light may filter 
from the outside of the room in which the operation is 
conducted is the safer method.) 

After the egg surface has been sensitized in the man- 
ner described the negative film from which the print is to 
be made is placed over the sensitized surface and kept in 
position by a dab of wax on each corner. It may then be 
printed in strong sunlight. There will be no need to re- 
move the film to see how dark the image is growing, be- 
cause with the above formula it will not print beyond a 
certain depth. After exposure for about half an hour 
wash the article in clear water, which is all that is re- 
quired for the development of the picture. 


A Budget of Queries.—C. writes: “ Would you 
please give me the following information by mail or in 
the next number of the AMERICAN DruGGIsT: 

(1) A good working formula for a nail powder, both 
plain and tinted; (2) a brilliant nail paste; (3) a formula 
for a barber’s bay rum to sell at about $3 to $5 a gallon; 
(4) please state where can I procure a National Formul- 
ary in which the quantities are given in apothecaries’ 
weights and measures.” 


Nail Powder.— Tin oxide is the basis of most of the 
popular finger nail polishes. The following is a typical 


formula: 
MRS Hae at wns 6 atk yale bos wis bee eee ee 
EE bt ks a Cink easy SESE Seen es ehus ke keen gr. xlv 
SE eRe Oe tis Cain aes oes aed & oh oink bei ik oe Mvi 
i. Linas ca cinaksa nas sbaussabeaGeeencee Mv 


Finger Nail Paste.— This has the same basis as 


the powder, mucilage of tragacanth being used to give the 
substance the required consistency. The following is a 


formula: 
BERR MEE GL EEL eek esse pine wee seu wa swe Rielake Shee 3i 
RE NTAR Soi ras Bes eS lek ih Hw wine CLs Sve ASE RE ae | 
SRAUERREINGC Bocan sob sca Ske Ks Kain eies sk eassoae han ni gtt. i 
ee a) ee as eee eet Sere gq. 8. 
ROMER UND UOT COME RTILRDO INGO oso soso orb ao wsin sa iow a8: 


The tragacanth in powder should be thoroughly incor- 
porated with the tin oxide followed by the glycerin, and 
just sufficient rose water to make a paste of the desired 
consistency, a drop or two being all that is required. It 
may be found best to use powdered carmine in the place of 
the solution, but a little experimentation will best deter- 
mine this. 

If an enamel varnish is required, the following may 
perhaps answer best: 


Sree NSS Jaw Sha ewiad iowa ms bese hake ean 3i 
RR RS NOSED iss wate Wik nh hogs = AAS Vaio ain el 
PLU MORIN Sin be itcuisw ca rea wae eS Rates wawscbunre gtt. iij 


To polish the nails apply the enamel and rub dry with 
chamois skin. 


Barbers’ Bay Rum.—This may be made of fair 
quality, according to A. E. Hiss, as follows: 


SONS NEEM 5 55 9 is Spike was w an oh ome biniewo cess Raa 3iv 
BRR MENNOE sic Wg cee ae ace an slee stan eee ree En 
EES Ne heen ea cme iG sia Sainna wis Seb ws ieee Oiij 
Pp ETENE MN  e cuiNeckawehiaeeseod sacue ble 3ij 
DEI win sip e soho a bo ole SS GS ows 's ic ait aCe ETE Ov 
PARIMEE AIAN ORERONINLS ovo n'a rg: bk b's Unies hala Sele week a owe gr. XXx 


Mix the oil, ether, alcohol and talcum, agitate thor- 
oughly, add the water and saffron, agitate again, let stand 
for 24 hours, and filter clear. 


National Formulary.— The apothecaries’ system of 
weights and measures is no longer given in the National 
Formulary. The first edition of the work, published by 
the American Pharmaceutical Association in 1888, ex- 
pressed the weights and measures in this system, but in 
the second revised edition, published in 1896, the different 
denominations of weights and measures were expressed 
in the terms of the metric system, and unless you can ob- 
tain a copy of the first edition it will be necessary for you 
to either use the metric system or calculate the equiva- 
lents in apothecary’s weights and measures. 


Ink Remover.— A. A. C.—The composition of any 
preparation for the removal of ink stains should be de- 
termined by the nature of the ink which forms the stain. 
Thus a liquid which would remove a gall-iron ink might 
have no effect whatever on a stain produced by aniline 
ink, and vice versa. Aniline stains are best treated with a 
solution of an organic acid, such as tartaric or citric, while 
iron ink stains require a more powerful bleaching agent 
for their removal. The following preparation has been 
recommended as an efficient ink remover for the last 
named class of stains: 


SUEREOTIEONEL is Cais dep om wa Mik awe eis Oh 6 dls hae ep wieaae 3i 
Water, previously boiled and cooled.............. 5xvi 
Borax, saturated aqueous solution.................3ij 
ROMA RUNES CRONE oro 5 oS in nis Hin hs'we ws Sau Sao SU ee OOS 5iij 


Place the whole in a stoppered quart bottle and shake 
at intervals during several hours; then allow to settle and 
decant the clear liquid. 

A compound which finds favor with bookkeepers for 
the erasure of ink from documents consists of separate 








vials of Javelle water and diluted solution of hydrochloric 
acid in water. The ink mark is carefully moistened by 
means of a pointed stick, first with the Javelle water and 
afterward with the solution of hydrochloric acid, and the 
excess of moisture absorbed by a piece of clean blotting 
paper. The operation must be conducted quickly since the 
chemicals exert an injurious action on the paper. 


Book on Massage Wanted.—J. B. O. writes: 
“T want a practical work on massage, one that can be 
readily understood and which gives formulas for massage 
face creams, etc. I desire a work from which one who 
knows practically nothing about the subject can obtain in- 
structions enabling him to become a first-class masseur.” 

We regret our inability to name a recent work on mas- 
sage of the practical character of that desired by our cor- 
respondent. The most recent work on the subject is by a 
German, Dr. Erich Ekgren, and is entitled Taschenbuch 
der Massage fiir Studirende und Artze. It is published 
by S. Karger, Berlin. Other works on the subject are 
Kellogg’s Art of Massage ($2.25) ; Kleen’s Handbook of 
Massage ($2.25), and Ostrom’s Massage and the Origina 
Swedish Movements ($1). Any of the works named can 
be purchased through the American Druggist Publishing 
Company or anv large firm of medical book publishers, 
such as P. Blakiston’s Son & Co.. Philadelphia. 


Advertising Journals.—F. E—The following 
comprise a fairly complete list of the journals in the 
United States and Canada which are devoted to advertis- 
ing in its various branches. For convenience we print the 
name of the periodical after its post office address: 

Atlanta, Ga., Practical Advertising ; Chicago, IIl., Ad 
Sense, Advertising Experience, The Show Window, Tips 
on Advertising; Boston, Mass., Profitable Advertising ; 
Grand Rapids, Mich., Ad Review; St. Louis, Mo., Ad- 
Writer; Delhi, N. Y., American Advertiser; New Mar- 
ket, N. J., Advertisers’ Guide; Cincinnati, Ohio, Bill- 
board; Columbus, Ohio, Advertising World; Dallas, 
Texas, Newspaper Ink; New York City, Printers’ Ink, 
National Advertiser, Fame, Brains, Bill Poster, Art in 
Advertising, Advisor, Advertising Success; Toronto, 
Canada, Bill Poster and Business. 


Chemical Journals.— J. I. M.—The principal jour- 
nals devoted to pure and applied chemistry published in 
the United States are: The Journal of the American 
Chemical Society, Easton, Pa. ($6 per annum) ; Ameri- 
can Chemical Journal, Baltimore, Md.; Science, New 
York ($5 per annum) ; School of Mines Quarterly, Co- 
lumbia University, New York ($2 per annum). 


The Purification of Potable Water in the 
Country.— Georges and Maillard (Archives de Mede- 
cine Militaires, July, 1902) give the following process for 
purifying contaminated water in the country. This proc- 
ess is especially useful to soldiers and tourists, as the reim- 
edies required come in compressed tablets. The first table: 
contains the following mixture: 


Tablet No. 1, or Blue Tablet. 


BOLT: POURMMIRITE MOA O 55-6 6:5-5-6/5.0bib 6.0 ee eid ee 0% Gm. 10 
FILT SOUT AOGUIC 0-5. osc 0 06 08 68s o.5 ewe waren Gm. 1.56 
iT rig bo Yok UC enough to color. 


Make 100 tablets. 


Tablet No. 2, or Red Tablet. 


(1 oe Oc Dg Or a eee Gm. 10 
OULD) OS 1 Co Co rr enough to color. 


Make too tablets. 
Tablet No. 3, 


Sodium hyposulphite 
Make 100 tablets. 


or White Tablet. 
ala Nanton Vala lars ts vs bua erste eae Gm. 11.6 


These tablets are sufficient to purify too litres of wa 
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ter, and are very easily carried about. One tablet of each 
kind is required for each liter of water, and if the water 
is very turbid it must be first filtered in a rough way. The 
first and second tablets are first dissolved in a very small 
amount of water, and the solution is added to the water 
to be purified. At the end of 15 or 20 minutes the third 
tablet is added, which transforms the iodine that has re- 
mained free into sodium iodide. The water is then puri- 
fied, and is immediately ready to be drunk. 


Correspondence. 
A Window Display of Chamois Skins. 
To the Editor: 

Sir—A few weeks ago I made a window display of 
chamois skins and had it photographed, but the plate met 
with an accident, and I am sending you a pen and ink 
sketch of the display with a verbal description in the hope 


that it may prove of interest to your readers and be deemed 
worthy of publication in the AMERICAN DruacIst. 























Window: Display of Chamois Protectors. 


Small bright yellow pieces of chamois skin were pinned 
on a background of dark crimson red ingrain paper, which 
formed a border around the window about 1 inch from 
the glass. As a center piece a life-sized cut-out of a fe- 
male figure was used, the figure being draped with chamois 
skins from head to foot. Strings were suspended across 
the back of the window on which were hung both large 
and small pieces of chamois skins, each having a shaped 
background of the crimson red ingrain paper. Alongside 
of the figure was displayed a card as follows: 


: 
| We do not sell furs. | 
We do not sell overcoats. } 
We do sell the genuine chamois skins. which make 
the warmest garments for protection and comfort. 
Prices—10, 15, 20, 25, 50 and 75 cents. 
The display was a very striking one because of the con- 
trast of the yellow chamois skins against the dark red in- 
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grain paper. It arrested attention and greatly increased 
our sales. The chamois skins cannot be left in the win- 
dow for more than a day or two, as the yellow color is 
quickly bleached by the sunlight. J. T. Pepper. 


Woopstock, OnTARIO, CANADA, January 19, 1903. 


A Protest Against the Treating of Doctors. 


To the Editor: 

Sir,—I read with considerable interest in your issue oi 
January 12 the article headed, “How One Druggist 
Treats Physicians.” I find in it a recommendation to pre- 
sent doctors with a complimentary annual ticket for free 
soda water. 

Are the doctors paupers that they cannot pay for a 
glass of soda water with or without fly, when they feel 
dry? In my opinion, it is a recommendation of an addi- 
tional nuisance, and approaches bribery. In our country 
where bribery prevails to a more or less extent in all 
matters of commerce, politics, etc., all classes have become 
so accustomed to it, that they have lost the clear concep- 
tion of bribery. 

As a means of communication between retail drug- 
gists it is your duty to try and induce them to diminish 
the already existing great number of nuisances in their 
business, in place of recommending an additional one. All 
nuisances in our business are of our own creation, and at 
the bottom of it is unfair competition, and to get rid of 
some of them we should commence with a reform in our 
own business. Orto RaucHeuss. 

CrncinnatI, Ouro, January 15. 





New Inventions. 
METHOD OF SOLIDIFYING ALCOHOL, ETC. 


A patent has been granted to August H. Cronemeyer, of 
New York, on a process of solidifying alcohol and volatile 
hydrocarbons. The product consists of 1 part sodium hydrate. 
1% parts water, 5 parts alcohol, 5 parts stearin, 24% parts 
eolophony resin and 50 parts of an inflammable hydrocarbon 
to be solidified. For the production of a solid hydrocarbon, 
the stearin and resin are dissolved in the alcohol and the given 
hydrocarbon and heated. The caustic soda is dissolved sepa- 
rately in the water and heated, the two solutions being finallv 
combined while still hot. 


IMPROVED BORDEAUX MIXTURE. 


Frederick J. Smith, of Elizabeth. N. J.. has assigned to 
Wm. H. Bowker, of Boston, Mass., a patent recently granted 
on an improved method of preparing Bordeaux Mixture. The 
improvement consists in driving off the water of crystalliza- 
tion from blue vitriol and mixing the dried powder with pow- 
dered calcium carbide. It is not stated how the mixture is to 
be applied. 


Literary Pharmacists. 


“ Nature in the Witness Box” is the title of a book which 
has just come from the pen of a Southern wholesale druggist. 
N. L. Willet, of the N. L. Willet Drug Company of Augusta, Ga. 
While Mr. Willet’s capacity as a man of business is well estab- 
lished, as he has been successful in the drug field, his venture 
in literature shows him to be both naturalist and scientist. 
The book is published by the author at 82 cents, postpaid. 


A Druggist Writer. 


Phelps Whitmarsh, who will be recalled by many of our 
readers as having been the Boston representative of Dodge & 
Olcott, and who a year or so ago forsook drugs for liter- 
ature, has, in the “ Century,” an interesting account of the 
“ Chantey Man,” a rapidly disappearing species of the genus 
sailor, whose special province is or was to sing the solos in 
the songs, or chants, sung by sailors to aid them in keeping 
time when/hauling on ropes.” 


PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 
BUSINESS BUILDING. 


Conducted by U. G. Manning. 


The Department Editor will be pleased to criticise advertisements, 
suggest improvements, and answer all questions coming 
within the scope of this department. 


WASTE BASKET FIENDS. 


a recent talk with a manufacturer who does business 
, with the drug trade, he related an experience which 
happened to him a short time ago. It seems that he had 
sent an expensive pamphlet to several thousand druggists, 
which embodied a special offer certain to prove very ad- 
vantageous to a large number of the recipients. This was 
followed a few days later by a circular under letter post- 
age, calling attention to the previous offer and including 
another very attractive offer. 

A peculiar result was that about 20 per cent. of the 
firms addressed replied that they had not received the book 
or had discarded it without attention. 

Practically all these replies were no doubt from men 
who had simply deposited the catalogue in the waste 
basket without scanning it at all. The nature of this man- 
ufacturer’s offer was such that many of those who fired it 
without attention might as well have destroyed a $10 bill. 

The busy druggist, of course, has not time to go care- 
fully through the mass of circular mail that reaches him; 
but there is a large class who seem to have the idea that 
there is some virtue in chucking all advertising matter into 
the waste basket without any attention whatever. There 
is not one of these people who does not lose money by it. 

More discrimination is needed. A manufacturer does 
not get out an expensive publication unless he has some- 
thing worth while to say in it. 

The druggist who knows the value of keeping in touch 
with all the progress in his line of business must recognize 
the fact that much of the information must come from this 
particular source. There may not always be time for care- 
ful reading, but a rapid survey of the printed matter re- 
ceived will doubtless show whether it has in it anything of 
interest and value. 

If it has, it should either be placed where it can be 
turned to and read when leisure time is available, or it 
should be filed for future reference. Some of the most 
successful druggists I know have a regular filing system 
for circulars, price-lists, catalogues and printed matter of 
all kinds. One of these men has recently installed a special 
filing system for this purpose at a cost of over $100, and 
he believes it will prove a very profitable investment. 

The druggists’ daily mail always contains information 
of some value. There is no more reason for discarding it 
than value of any other sort. The man who ruthlessly 
wastebaskets everything deserves to have his own adver- 
tising treated in the same way, and his habit is quite sure 
to bring about its own retribution. 

Advertising matter should be welcomed, and should re- 
ceive intelligent consideration. Such consideration re- 
quires little time, and it will be well repaid. 
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CRITICISM AND COMMENT. 


The “ Makes You Strong” ad which is reproduced 
comes from Moore’s Pharmacy, Sandwich, Ill. This is a 
good ad, one that may not bring much return of itself, but 
which will be valuable as one of a series upon this subject. 
The ad is one of the simple, informing kind that will leave 
a favorable impression upon the reader. If this first im- 
pression is followed by others, buying will result. 


OECD SOOSVOOSOOCOOCOOO CEOS 
oy 


Makes 
You 
Strong. 


That is just what our new 
blood and nerve food, Nova- 
Vita, will do. 

We have worked a long 
time to get a perfect prepar- 
tion of this kind, and pow 
think we have an article su- 
perior to anything now made. 
So confident are we that 
it will help you that after 
taking a full bottle you say 
that it has not helped you, 
you may return the empty 
bottle and get your money 
back. 

You notonly get a larger 
bottle than any other, but the 
dose is smaller. 

You must try it by all 
meansif you are suffering 
from catarrh, nervous dys- 
pepsia or impoverished con- 
dition ot the blood. It gives 
“new life” to the whole sys- 
tem. 

Prices $1.00 a bottle. 
6 bottles for $5.00. 


FOE IDAHO OOOO OHOD OOOOH OOGH9HOHIHET OOOH OSHSSHOHOOSSHOSOHEE SIO’? 
PESO CHOSE POSS GHOS GSGASSECTHSFVOE FHDlMIGOHHSHHSHHH SHOTS SOOSOSOCHVOD 


In pushing a preparation of this nature, best results 
will always be obtained by running ads in a series, by 
pounding away on the same subject for several weeks. 

The setting of this ad is effective, because the heading 
is prominent and pertinent, because the body matter is 
made more readable by the white margin, and because the 
engraved signature gives the ad a touch of individuality. 


es Fe 
A PLEASING PAGE, 


E. J. Ward, Ellisville, Miss., sends copy of a special 
edition of his local paper in which he has a full page ad. 
The ad is embellished by two half-tone views of the in- 
terior of the store, and is attractively gotten up. 

Mr. Ward also receives about a half page additional 
advertising in a write-up in the body of the paper, the lat- 
ter feature being also illustrated by several cuts. 

The special issue of the newspaper is an unusually 
creditable one for a town the size of Ellisville and displays 
enterprise on every page. Mr. Ward’s advertising is not- 
able for the reason that it dominates the paper. It is un- 
usual to find a druggist outdoing the advertising of the 
general and dry goods stores, but in this issue no other ad- 
vertiser uses more than half the amount of space. 
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SHOWS AGGRESSIVENESS. 


EDITOR BUSINESS BUILDING: 

The inclosed finishes the 1902 campaign and business shows 
a very satisfactory increase. How is this ‘ truck?” 
: W. J. BOoULET. 

sreen Bay, Wis. 

he “truck” consisted of a large tagboard sheet bear- 

ing a holiday ad, a smaller folder of the same material, a 
greeting that went with a calendar, and a six-page pre- 
scription folder. I judge that all of this circular advertis- 
ing was done in a period of about one month, which shows 
a tendency to keep after people pretty persistently. Mr. 
Boulet seems to believe that there is merit in getting out 
advertising in odd or unusual forms, as most of his circu- 
lars show an effort in this direction. It is easy to overdo 
this. Attractiveness pays, but it is doubtful if oddity is of 
much value. The essential thing is to put just what you 


' have to say before people in such a way that they will read 


it. Attractiveness, good paper and printing is more likely 
to attain this end than oddity. 

Aggressiveness and persistency are more essential, 
however, and no one who keeps up a campaign such as is 
waged by this advertiser is going to fail of results. 

The introductory page of Mr. Boulet’s prescriptiom 
folder is as follows: 


Taking Your Own Medicine. 


A physician said to me the other day, ‘ You put up 
a ange ang as if you were going to take it yourself.” 
pal think there could be a higher compliment than 

at. 

Getting a prescription filled is a mighty important 
thing. When one of your family is sick you get the 
best physician you know of. 

_ It is not enough for you that he has a handsome 
diploma with an expensive frame around it. He must 
be in your opinion the best physician within reach. 

he doctor writes the prescription. That’s only 
half the battle. If it isn’t properly put up, if the drug- 
gist doesn’t put in just what the doctor ordered and just 
as he ordered it, you might just as well have called in a 
blacksmith. 


If you get it at Boulet’s it’s good. 
es S 
A STORE PAPER. 


Lutz & Rodemoyer, Hazelwood, Pa., send copy of 
their drug bulletin: It is pleasing in appearance, and the 
matter is seasonable. The general make-up of the paper 
is about what such a publication should be, though the 
present edition, the first page of which wears a holiday 
air, is not followed by a very suitable presentation of the 
various lines suitable for holiday giving. These things. 
should, I think, have been grouped together so as to con- 
vey a better idea of the assortment carried. The other 
goods, seasonable but not of a holiday character, could 
then have followed. While the holiday goods mentioned’ 
were staples, it would still have been advisable to have de- 
voted a couple of pages to them. 


Parrots as Advertisers. 


A London instructor of parrots, says the Boston Journal, 
makes a specialty of training them to be advertisers. They 
are taught so that whenever they see any one enter a shop 
they say, ‘Have you tried So-and-So’s Milk Porridge?” or 
“Hair Restorer?’ or whatever the commodity is. 

The parrot’s cage, bearing a label advertising the patent 
commodity, stands on the shop counter and the bird “ puffs ” 
the article all day long, for he has been purposely taught noth- 
ing else. 

Some of the mammoth food manufacturing firms have 
bought several of these advertising parrots, and lend them 
out to the shops that puff their particular specialty. 


What Means Should be Taken to Advertise, Build up and Con- 
duct a Department of Uranalysis in the Drug Store? Answers to 
this question in the form of essays are invited from Subscribers to 
the American Druggist. Whoever submits the most satisfactory 
answer before February 20, 1903, will receive a prize of $10. 











RHODE ISLAND PHARMACISTS. 


Annual Meeting of the State Association—New Medical 
Bill Up for Discussion—Affairs of the New College— 
Dr. Brundage, of Brooklyn, N. Y., Elected an Hon- 


orary Member. 


The individuality of the little State of Rhode Island is 
show in many ways, but the way that appeals particularly 
to pharmacists lies in the fact that the organized pharmacists 
in this State select January as the month in which to hold 
their annual convention. The twenty-ninth annual meeting of 
the Rhode Island Pharmaceutical Association was held at 
Providence on January 14, with a gratifyingly large attendance 
of officers and members. The business meeting was called 
to order by President Alexander W. Fenner, who opened the 
routine business by calling for the reports of officers. The re- 
port of Treasurer Albert Fenner showed receipts for the past 
year of $700.95; expenses, $457.44; balance, $243.51. Charles 
H. Daggett, secretary, reported verbally, announcing a net 
gain in the membership during the year of five; loss by death, 
one. The Committee on Legislation reported through James 
O’Hare, chairman. Mr. O’Hare reported that the committee 
was preparing an amendment to the medical bill, seeking a 
clearer interpretation of the law as applied to pharmacists. 
He also reported that the committee had rendered material 
aid in defeating the bill against the storage of explosives used 
in pharmacy and were also working for the passage of the 
* pharmacy law.” 

This report brought out a long and animated discussion as 
to the way in which the present medical bill affects the drug- 
gists. As it is now, it was stated, if a druggist reeommends a 
preparation which he may have in his stock for any specific 
purpose he is liable to prosecution. This was illustrated by 
the statement that if a customer called upon a druggist and 
asked for something for digestion the druggist could not, it was 
claimed, tell the customer what to take nor in what doses to 
take it, according to the provision of the medical bill which 
the committee proposes an amendment to. It was further 
stated that one member was at present being prosecuted by 
the authorities for this very violation of the medicine statute 
and was now awaiting the action of the grand jury. 

After a number of the members had given their experiences 
with this matter it was voted that the committee’s action be 
indorsed and that counsel be employed to defend any member 
of the association who might be arrested under this law. 
Attention was also called to the fact that the proposed amend- 
ment would be introduced in a few days and that in all prob- 
ability it would be referred for public hearings. The members 
were urged to watch for this and to attend the hearings and 
express themselves on the subject. 

The Committee on the Progress of Pharmacy reported 
through John E. Groff, who presented an interesting and in- 
structive review of recent work in pharmacy. 

Mr. O’Hare reported for the Committee on College of Phar- 
macy that the college was established in a manner that far 
exceeded the expectations of the most sanguine friends of the 
project and has at present over 80 students on its rolls. On 
his motion Dr Albert H. Brundage, of Brooklyn, N. Y., who is 
a member of the faculty of the college, was elected an hon- 
orary member of the association. Mr. O’Hare called attention 
to the fact that the Governor should be called upon some time 
this month to name the State Board of Pharmacy. Mr. O’Hare 
spoke of a conversation with Governor Garvin concerning this 
matter and at the suggestion of that official he hoped the asso- 
ciation would appoint a committee of three to prepare a list 
of 20 names, to include the members of the present board, to 
he presented the Governor to assist him in the selection of 
that board. The association adopted this suggestion and the 
president appointed James O’Hare, B. A. Rounds and Enoch 
W. Vars-as that committee. 

An article published in a medical journal concerning the 
drug trade of Rhode Island was read by the secretary, con- 
cerning “counter prescribing” and also asking the question 
as to who should retain the physician’s prescription, the drug- 
gist or the customer. Mr. Mason, chairman of the State Board 
of Pharmacy, stated in reply that the author of the article 
evidently was unaware of the fact that the laws were man- 
alatory upon the pharmacist to retain the prescription, as it 
is the only safeguard for the druggist in case any question 
should arise as to the compounding of the same. 

The following were also appointed a Nominating Committee 
to choose officers for the coming year: S. Winfield Hines, Frank 
A. Jackson, James N. Fenner, and the following officers, named 
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by this committee, were unanimously elected, Mr. Fenne, 
the president, emphatically declining the re-election which was 
tendered him: President, Gilbert R. Parker; vice-presidents, 
Charles A. Gladding, S. Winfield Himes, A. EB. Collins, James 
T. Wright, William H. Buffington; secretary, Charles H. Dag- 
gett; treasurer, Albert Fenner; Executive Committee, H. 0. 
Pearce, Enoch W. Vars, A. J. Johnson, jr. 

The annual dinner was served in the evening and was at- 
tended by the members, with their wives, daughters and lady 
friends, and a delightful season of feasting and jollity was 
enjoyed by those present. 

Previous to the annual meeting of the afternoon a meeting 
of the corporation of the Rhode Island College of Pharmacy 
was held, President O’Hare presiding. 

Matters of routine business came before this meeting, the 
most important of which was the report of the treasurer, 
William O. Blanding, which set forth the financial condition 
of the corporation and showed an excellent financial state 
and a balance of $1,211.07 in the treasury, after paying al! 
bills. Subscriptions of $940 were also reported by the treas- 
urer. 





PHARMACIST HELD FOR A PHYSICIAN’S 
ERROR. 


Curious Application of the Law in France. 


The French laws concerning prescriptions calling for 
poisons are subjected to severe criticisms by Paul Bogelot in 
the Union Pharmaceutique for November, 1902. The author 
cites the decision of the court of Toulouse, handed down on 
May 17, 1902, in the case of a physician who prescribed sup- 
positories containing morphine for a woman suffering from 
an abscess of the rectum, and who made a mistake in the 
dosage, writing 10 centigrammes for each of the suppositories 
instead of 2 centigrammes. His prescription called for two 
suppositories of this kind and was not dated, nor were the 
doses indicated by writing the numbers out in full. The fault 
of the physician lay in this omission, according to the French 
law. It happened that the first suppository gave considerable 
relief and the patient was impelled to use the other, the phar- 
macist being called upon later to furnish a third suppository, 
which he did without asking for a new prescription. After 
the second suppository had been applied symptoms of mor- 
phine poisoning set in. A second physician was called and the 
first doctor admitted the mistake in dosage to his colleague. 
The patient was vigorously treated and improved considerably, 
but just as she was about free from symptoms she collapsed 
and died. 

The physician and the pharmacist were prosecuted through 
the enterprising activity of lawyers, the charge being homicide 
through imprudence, the physician being accused of his error 
and the pharmacist of having dispensed the suppository without 
having observed that the dose was excessive. In the opinion 
of an expert the death of the patient was due to morphine 
poisoning, but he could not prove his contention. A second 
expert attributed the patient’s death to an entirely different 
cause. In the presence of this conflict of opinion the prisoners 
were acquitted. The pharmacist was also acquitted on the 
charge specified, the dose not being really abnormally exces- 
sive; but, and here is the point, the pharmacist was held on 
the following charges: (1) For having dispensed a prescription 
calling for a poisonous substance on which there was no date. 
and where the doses were not spelled out in writing, but given 
in numerals; (2) for having dispensed a third suppository 
when only two were ordered. 

The position of the pharmacist under the French law is not 
a fair one, for the physician is not prosecuted for failing to 
write prescriptions as the law requires, while the pharmacist 
is held liable for dispensing them when not written properly. 
If he observes the Jaw and refuses to dispense the prescription 
he is apt to lose his customer and to win. the enmity of the 
physician. According to a decision of the court of Paris in 
1883 a prescription calling for an opiate should not be re- 
peated unless a new prescription is given by the physician. 
This is a law that is really impossible to abide with in prac- 
tice, either by pharmacists or by physicians. 


A Chance for Some One. 


If you need $10 there is a chance to get it by telling the 
editor, and incidentally the readers, of the AMERICAN DrvuG- 
cist “ What means should be taken to advertise, build up and 
conduct a department of uranalysis in the drug store? ’—West- 
ern Drug Record. 
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DRUG SECTION, N. Y. BOARD OF TRADE. 


Drug Importers Report on Market Position of Staple 
Drugs—The Phenomenal Advance in Japanese Pep- 
permint Products—importers of Menthol on the 
Anxious Seat—The Essential Oil Market—The De 
mand for So-called Commercial Oils—Election of 
Officers. 


The annual meeting and election of officers of the Drug 
Trade Section of the New York Board of Trade and Transporta- 
tion was held at the Drug Club, 100 William street, on Thurs- 
day, January 15, Jesse L. Hopkins, the chairman of the sec- 
tion, presiding. The business meeting proper was preceded 
by an enjoyable luncheon. 

Reports were received from all of the committees, one of 
the most interesting being that of the Committee of Importers 
of Drugs and Chemicals, submitted by the chairman, John H. 
Stallman. He called attention to some special features in the 
importing drug business during the past year, disclosing some 
facts about trouble experienced with customs officials at this 
port. He said in part: 


THE ADVANCE IN MENTHOL. 


“Probably the most important feature was the phenomenal 
advance in the Japanese peppermint products, which nearly 
trebled in price in consequence of the failure of the crop in 
Japan, menthol having advanced from about 9s. to 26s., the 
present approximate value, with very little offering. The de- 
mentholized oil, which is mostly sold in Europe, sold early in 
the year at about 3s. 6d., is now held at 11s., and the supply 
is very small. This failure of the crop in Japan was coinci- 
dent with a small crop in this country, the causes in both 
being the same—viz.: excessive wet weather. The scarcity of 
the above products will probably be felt more in the succeed- 
ing months when old stocks become exhausted. 

“The importers of menthol have been rather on the anxious 
seat in regard to entering their importations at the custom 
house, the article paying a duty of 25 per cent. ad valorem; 
and most of the purchases having been made in Japan at 
about 15 shillings per pound for future delivery, the price 
constantly advancing, the question came up every time on 
what valuation to enter the goods. For weeks at a time no 
quotations were made in Japan, and no spot goods offering at 
all, no actual market value at the time of shipment could be 
established. The importers had the alternative of entering 
their goods at an extreme valuation or run the risk of having 
a penalty to pay. Thus the duty was sometimes paid on a 
valuation of 26s., while the actual cost was only about 15s. 
Other importers and myself appealed to the appraisers to come 
to some understanding about what the proper valuation should 
be, but we could get absolutely no satisfaction. The result 
was that some of the importers were actually fined. If the 
goods had been entered at the actual invoice value the Gov- 
ernment could, in some cases, have confiscated the entire 
shipment. All such trouble could be avoided by specific duties, 
to which I have before called attention. It would, no doubt, 
be greatly to the advantage of the importers and would mini- 
mize frauds to a great extent if the laws in this and many 
other respects could be amended. A tariff revision, however. 
seems to be out of the question for some years to come. The 
time will come, nevertheless, for an active agitation of this 
subject.” 

THE TRADE IN ESSENTIAL OILS. 


Carl Brucker, chairman of the Committee of Importers 
of Essential Oils, said in his report: 

“Imports as well as exports of essential oils during the 
past year continued proportionately equal in volume as com- 
pared with previous years, taking into consideration the 
growth of manufacturing firms and general industrial devel- 
opment. It can safely be said that importations of all kinds 
of essential oils are materially greater to-day than at any time 
in the history of this particular industry. Essential oils have, 
with few exceptions, materially advanced in value and pro- 
ducers are now sanguine of realizing commensurate return 
for their labors. 

“ As to the production, owing to climatic conditions the yield 
of raw material, such as leaves, rinds, herbs, roots, ete., was 
materially less than in previous seasons. 

“ Notwithstanding this, viewing the situation as a whole. 
your committee can confidently predict a profit taking period. 
during which not only distributors of essential oils, but also 
aliied drug trades will surely be able to participate. This con- 
dition would be an assured fact were it not for the constant 
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demand for so-called commercial oils, which in many instances 
represent adulterations. For certain kinds of manufactures 
absolutely pure goods can readily be substituted by inferior 
grades, for it must be remembered that essential oils are em- 
ployed in countless ways; but for medicinal purposes we can 
recommend that only the best and purest should be employed. 

“An important factor in the essential oil trade is the ex- 
portation of domestic oils. At no period have distillers been 
so active as at the present time, not only in the United States, 
but throughout the Western hemisphere. Values have in- 
creased to such an extent that immense tracts of land are 
being cultivated for the production of essential oils. The 
domestic products find a ready market.” 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


On the recommendation of the Nominating Committee the 
following officers were elected for the ensuing year: Chairman, 
Albert Plaut, of Lehn & Fink; vice-chairman, Thos. P. Cook, 
New York Quinine & Chemical Works, Limited; treasurer, 
Wm. A. Hamman, Roessler & Hasslacher Chemical Company; 
director in the Board of Trade and Transportation, Albert 
Plaut; secretary, Wm. F. McConnell; Executive Committee: 
Jesse L. Hopkins, J. L. Hopkins & Co.; E. W. Fitch, Parke, 
Davis & Co.; W. 8S. Gray, Wood Products Company; John An- 
derson, Chas. Pfizer & Co.; C. J. Littell, R. W. Robinson & Co. 

The committee regretted the necessity for nominating a 
successor to W. D. Taris as treasurer of the section, that gen- 
tleman having declined re-election because of his retirement 
from business. In this connection the committee submitted 
a resolution of thanks to Mr. Faris for his long service to the 
organization, which was adopted. 

OTHER REPORTS 


Reports were also submitted at the meeting by the fol- 
lowing: Col. E. W. Fitch, for the Executive Committee; John 
M. Peters, Legislative Committee: Thomas P. Cook, Member- 
ship Committee, and Dr. W. J. Schieffelin on conferences held 
with the Mayor and the Municipal Explosives Commission on 
the regulations to govern the sale and storage of combustibles 
within the city limits. H. B. Harding spoke about the Lover- 
ing Drawback bill, now pending in Congress, and urged its 
passage. This measure, also the Joy bill, which provides for 
a reduction in the internal revenue tax on alcohol to 70 cents 
a proof gallon, were indorsed by the section. The meeting 
then adjourned. 


Improved Status of Pharmacists in the Public Health 
and Marine Hospital Service. 


The salaries of pharmacists in the Public Health and Ma- 
rine Hospital Service of the United States Government have 
been raised, as follows: 

Pharmacists of the first class now receive $1,000 per an- 
num; pharmacists of the second class, $800; pharmacists of the 
third class, $700, and after five years’ service an additional 
compensation of 10 per cent. on the annual salary for each 
five years’ service is allowed pharmacists above the class of 
pharmacists of the third class, but the maximum rate in no 
case is allowed to exceed 40 per cent. They are also allowed 
an increase of $10 per month subsistence when the same is 
not furnished. 


Manufacturing Perfumers to Meet. 

The ninth annual meeting of the Manufacturing Perfumers’ 
Association of the United States will be held at the Down 
Town Club, 60 Pine street, on next Thursday and Friday, 
Iebruary 5 and 6. The members have been invited to bring 
their wives and daughters, for whose entertainment special 
arrangements have been made, and it is expected that a large 
delegation will be present, and that the guests of members 
will find their visit so enjoyable that the popularity of this 
innovation will be assured. A feature of the convention which 
was inaugurated in 1902 is an entertainment for the amuse- 
ment of delegates and their guests. This last year took on 
the form of a dinner and a vaudeville entertainment following. 
It was greatly enjoyed and added much to the pleasure of 
those who attended the convention. This year the Committee 
on Entertainment has a different programme in mind, which 
it is thought will be fully as much, if not more appreciated. 
As one item in the programme 200 seats have been engaged 
for the members at Daly’s Theatre for February 6, 


Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Gayle celebrated the fifteenth anniver- 
sary of their marriage at their home in Frankfort, Ky., on 
January 22. Mr. Gayle is widely and favorably known in the 
drug trade, having rendered much service to his fellows in 
organization work. ; 



















































































NEW OHIO POISON LAW. 


Provisions of the Law Criticised—Change in the Char- 
acter of the Labels—The Name of the Seller Not 
a Requisite Part of the Label—Druggists’ Re- 
sponsibility Added To. 





Cincinnati, January 21.—The new Ohio State poison law 
went into effect January 1, and druggists generally have 
commented on the fact that changes of a radical character 
have been made. The old laws known as the arsenic law, 
the morphine law and the poison label law, have been re- 
pealed. Some unfavorable comment has been aroused over 
the matter of labeling, and many contend that the present 
procedure is a step backward. The familiar red label, the 
skuli and cross bones, and the staring word, caution, have 
given place to a form in which the only warning is the simple 
word poison, and the packages of poison may be legally sent 
out bearing a black label and without other safeguards. It 
is also contended .nat a mistaxe has been made by the fram- 
ers of the new law in not requiring the identifying of the 
seller of a poison through his name and address printed on 
the label, and one which may in cases of criminal poisoning 
defeat justice or work injustice to an innocent party. Most 
of the changes made add greatly to the druggist’s responsi- 
bility. The new law reads as follows: 


THE TEXT Of THE LAW 


Section 1. It sha!l be unlawful for any person to knowingly sell or 
deliver to any minor under sixteen years ot age, except upon the writ- 
ten order of an adult, or to sell or deliver to any person, any of the 
following described substances, or any poisonous compound, poisonous 
combination or poisonous preparations thereof, to wit: The compounds 
and salts of antimony, arsenic, chromium, copper, lead, mercury, zinc, 
the concentrated mineral acids, oxalic and hydrocyanic acids and their 
salts, yellow phosphorus, carbolic acid, the essential oils of almonds, 
pennyroyal, tansy and savin, croton oil, creosote, chloroform, ch!oral 
hydrate, cantharides, or any aconite, belladonna, bitter almonds, co!- 
chicum, cotton root, coccuius indicus, conium, cannabis indica, digitalis, 
liyoscyamus, ignatia, lobelia, nux vomica, opium, physostigma, phyto- 
lacea, strophanthus, stramonium, veratum viride, or any of the poison- 
vus principles derived from the foregoing, or any other poisonous alka- 
loids or other salts, or any other virulent poison except in the manner 
following : 

It shall first be learned by due inquiry that the person to whom de- 
livery is made jis aware of the poisonous character of the substance, 
and that it is desired for a lawful purpose, and the box, bottle or other 
package shall be plainly iabeled with the name of the substance, the 
word “ poison,”’ and the names of two or more substances which may 
be used as antidotes. And before delivery shall be made of any of the 
foregoing substances there shall be recorded in a book kept for that 
purpose the name of the article, the quantity delivered, the purpose 
for which it is alleged to be used, the date of delivery, the name and 
address of the purchaser, and the name of the dispenser, which book 
shall be preserved for at least five years, and shall at all times be open 
to inspection by the proper officers of the law 

Sec. 2. The provisions of Section 1 of this act shall not apply to 
articles dispensed to or upon the order or prescription of persons be- 
lieved by the dispenser to be lawfully authorized practitioners of medi- 
cine or dentistry and the record of sale and Cente A above mentioned 
shall not be required of manufacturers and wholesalers who shall sell 
any of the foregoing substances at wholesale, but the box, bottle or 
other package containing such substance when sold at wholesale shall 
be properly labeled with the name of the substance, the word “ poison,” 
and the name and address of the manufacturer or wholesaler ; nor shal! 
it be necessary to place a poison label upon nor to record the delivery of 
sulfid or antimony. or the oxide or carbonate of zinc, or of colors ground 
in oil and intended for use as paints; or calomel, paregoric, or other 
preparations of opium containing less than two grains of opium to the 
fiuid ounce; nor in the case of preparations containing any of the sub- 
stances named in section 1 of this act when a single box, bottle or 
other package, or when the bulk of one-half fluid ounce or the weight 
of one-half avoirdupois ounce does not contain more than an adult 
medicina! dose of such poisonous substance ; nor in case of preparations 
recommended in good faith for diarrhwa and cholera, when each bottle 
or package is accompanied by specific directions for use and a caution 
against habitual use: nor in the case of liniments and ointments when 
piainly labeled * for external use only.” Nor in the case of prepara- 
tions put up and sold in the form of pills, tablets or lozenges and in- 
tended for internal use, where the dose recommended does not contain 
more than one-fourth of an adult medicinal dose of such poisonous 
substance. 

Sec, 3. It shall be unlawful for any person to dispense, sell or 
deliver to any person any salts of cocaine, morphine, or its salts, or any 
of the alkaloids or sa!ts of alkaloids of opium, except upon the written 
prescription of a legally qualified physician or dentist, such prescrip- 
tion not to be refilled except upon the written order of the person pre- 
scribing the same; except, however, that sulphate of morphine may be 
sold by a registered pharmacist or assistant pharmacist in original 
packages containing not less than one-eighth ounce when registered {in 
accordance with the provisions of section 1 of this act. 

Sec. 4. The penalty for the violation of any of the provosions of any 
section of this act shall not be less than ten do!lars nor more than fifty 
dollars for each separate offense. 

Sec. 5 Section 4258-27, section 4234-54 and section 6957, Revised 
Statutes of the State of Ohio, are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 6. This act skall take effect and be ia force from and after the 
irst day of January, A. D. 1903.. 
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PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 





SUBSTITUTION CONDEMNED. 


The New York College of Pharmacy Formally Con- 
demns the Practice of Substitution—The Chemistry 
of Paints Discussed—Nominating Committee Ap- 
pointed. 





The January meeting of the College of Pharmacy of the 
City of New York was an unusually successful one, a large 
number of members and alumni being present. The meeting, 
which took place in the main hall of the college on Tuesday 
evening, January 20, was called to order by Secretary Main 
and by unanimous consent the former president, Ewan Mc- 
Intyre, was elected chairman, the president of the college, 
Professor Chandler, being unavoidably absent. 

Under the present constitution and by-laws the president 
is required to appoint annually a committee on nominations 
and President Chandler submitted in writing the names of 
the following as a committee for the current year: Ewan Mc- 
Intyre, William H. Ebbitt, Albert Plaut, Gustavus Balser, 
Charles 8S. Erb, Samuel W. Fairchild and Oscar Goldmann. 

The minutes of the last meeting and the transactions of the 
Board of Trustees during the interval since the last meeting 
were. read and adopted. 


RESOLUTIONS CONDEMNING SUBSTITUTION. 


Dr. H. H. Rusby, dean of the faculty, submitted a series 
of resolutions condemning substitution. In introducing these 
resolutions Dr. Rusby called attention to the sensational ar- 
ticles which recently appeared in the daily papers, the publica- 
tion of which were calculated to alarm the public and injure 
the pharmacist. With a view to reassuring the public, he 
thought it advisable for the members of the college to put 
themselves on record in an authoritative way as discountenanc- 
ing substitution of any kind. The resolutions, which were 
adopted, read as follows: 

Whereas, The substitution of one article when another 
is called for, or of an article of one brand when another is 
ordered, involves an act of deception and an abuse of the 
confidence of physician or patient, and an act of injustice 
toward the manufacturer of an article so specified; and 

Whereas, The general commission of such acts is de- 
structive of those mutual relations of confidence between 
manufacturer, pharmacist, physician and patient upon 
which the highest success of medical practice depends; and 

Whereas, Such practices appear to be increasing at the 
present time, and threatening serious professional and com- 
mercial difficulties; therefore, it is 

Resolved, That the College of Pharmacy of the City of 
New York publicly condemns all acts of substitution, 
whether in prescription work or in ordinary trade; that it 
declares such practices to be violations of just dealing, op- 
posed to the principles of professional ethics and sub- 
versive to good morals; and it is further 

Resolved, That we exert our utmost influence, both as 
individuals and as an institution, to discourage such prac- 
tices and to promote professional and commercial confi- 
dence. 

THE CHEMISTRY OF PAINTS 


Dr. Maximilian Toch presented an address on the Chem- 
istry of Some Well-Known Paints, illustrating the lecture with 
numerous specimens. A report of the lecture appears else- 
where in this issue. At the conclusion of his lecture the col- 
lege adopted a rising vote of thanks to Dr. Toch. 

After the adjournment of the meeting a collation was 
served in the library, during which brief addresses were made 
by Dr. William Jay Schieffelin, vice-president of the college; 
Prof. Virgil Coblentz and the former president, Ewan McIn- 
tyre. A notable feature of the meeting was the presence of 
a number of ladies and of alumni. 


The Maine Commissioners of Pharmacy. 


The annual report of the Pharmacy Commission of Maine 
has just been issued. During the year six examinations were 
held, 61 persons were examined and certificates were granted 
to 27. The sum of $520 was received in fees from candidates 
examined and $521.50 from registration fees from druggists. 
There is a balance on hand of $564.82. 

The commissioners say: ‘ During the year there have been 
brought to the attention of the board 14 cases of violation of 
the pharmacy law. These cases were all in the cities of Port- 
land, Brewer, Saco, Biddeford and Hallowell. Prompt notice 
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has been taken in each case and we have insisted upon the 
law being complied with. No arrests have been made. Two 
of the parties complained of have gone out of the business and 
the others are now employing registered persons. At this 
time we know of no drug store in the State which has not a 
registered apothecary in charge of it. 

“ Unless we have some unusual demand upon this fund dur- 
ing the next six months, we expect to be able to make the 
registration fee next year 50 cents for each registered apothe- 
eary and 25 cents for each qualified assistant.” 





FOR A DRUGGISTS’ CREDIT BUREAU. 


Wholesalers to Exchange Information About State of 
Customers’ Accounts—Details of the Proposed Plan. 


A credit association movement is the latest thing in the 
local drug trade. Representatives of prominent wholesale 
drug houses of this city met in the rooms of the New York 
Board of Trade and Transportation last week to consider a 
system of credit co-operation, or an interchange of credit in- 
formation, for the drug trade, the idea being to establish 
among local drug houses a system similar to that already in 
successful operation in other lines of trade, notably among 
the clothiers. Marcus M. Marks, president of the Clothiers’ 
Association of New York, was present at the meeting and 
fully explained the workings of the system established by his 
organization. After a prolonged discussion, in which the 
necessity of such a credit system was pointed out, a committee 
was named to draft a tentative plan and to have this printed 
and circulated among members of the trade for consideration 
and for suggestions, and another meeting will be held at an 
early date. This committee consists of F. B. Marsh, of the 
Theo. Ricksecker Company; M. W. Lauer, of Magnus & Lauer; 
A. M. Alexander, of Bauer & Black; J. L. Snowden, of Eimer 
& Amend, and F. Huhn. 

From Mr. Marks’ explanation of the clothiers’ credit sys- 
tem, and from the remarks of those present at the meeting 
and who are taking a leading part in this movement, it ap- 
pears that the scheme contemplated by the druggists is dif- 
ferent from the commercial agencies and also from the Credit 
Men’s Association. The latter has for one of its objects the 
prosecution of dishonest debtors; the commercial agency em- 
ploys its representatives, who find out as much as they can 
about a man’s financial affairs and then give their opinion 
as to his responsibility. But it is claimed that these agencies 
ofttimes have very few definite facts upon which to base their 
conclusions. 

According to those present at the meeting last week the 
wholesale druggists’ plan will be to prevent men from failing 
by preventing them from going beyond their possibilities of 
payment. It is also proposed to substitute definite facts for 
mere opinions of a commercial agency. To the headquarters 
of the contemplated system there will be submitted actual 
figures of men’s accounts, showing just what they have done 
in both purchases and payments. 

The plan outlined to the druggists by Mr. Marks is simple 
in its method of operation. When a customer applies to a 
member of the Clothiers’ Association, for instance, and the 
member wishes more information before allowing credit he 
signifies in writing the name of the customer about whom he 
desires information, and this name is sent to the actuary of 
the association, who then prepares a blank with the name of 
the customer stated thereon and these blanks are sent to mem- 
bers. The latter are required to fill them out for the informa- 
tion of the actuary, the information called for being on these 
points: “Amount of loans or indorsements by member, or 
any one of his firm, due or not due,” ‘Amount unpaid on 
transactions previous to last season,” ‘* Amount unpaid on 
last season’s transactions,” “‘ Amount of this season’s pur- 
chases, including all orders unfilled or refused, excepting first 
orders,” “Amount of cash payments on this season’s pur- 
chases,” ete. When all the members have been called upon 
for such information the blanks are returned to the actuary, 
who compiles them for the entire city and sends the report 
to the member requesting the information. The number of 
firms with whom a man does business is specified and the 
total amount of his transactions in the city is given. If the 
member then considers it expedient to refuse the customer 
further credit he must notify the association at once and the 
other members are thereupon informed of his refusal. 

This plan has so far been adopted by the fur trade and by 
the paint. oil and varnish trade, and will probably be adopted 
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by the drug trade, with perhaps some modifications or new 
features to meet conditions peculiar to that trade. 





N. A. R. D. NOTES. 


The Dr. Miles Medical Co. Adopt the Direct Contract 
and Serial Numbering System. 


CuicaGco, Int., January 16, 1903. 

The following letter has just been issued from the National 
Secretary’s office: 

To the Members of the Affiliated Associations: It gives me 
great pleasure to announce that the efforts of your executive 
officers to secure the adoption of the direct contract and seria) 
numbering system for marketing proprietaries, which was in- 
dorsed by the Cleveland Convention, have begun to bear fruit 
and that on January 19 the Dr. Miles Medical Company, of 
Elkhart, Ind., a consistent friend of the retail drug trade ana 
of the N. A. R. D., will put the plan into operation as to the 
goods of their manufacture, and will, with the assistance of 
the legitimate drug trade, endeavor to eliminate price cutting 
on their remedies. 

There is no doubt this system will work successfully if it 
receives the hearty support of the drug trade. We feel cer- 
tain that every possible assistance will be given this pro- 
prietary firm in the great work they are thus inaugurating, 
and we have promised the Dr. Miles Medical Company the 
active co-operation of every organization affiliated with the 
national body. 

The committee directs me to urge that a meeting of your 
association be promptly called and that resolutions be passed 
pledging your unqualified support, both as an organization 
and as individuals, to this the first member of the proprie- 
tary trade we have found that is willing to take the initia- 
tive in the serious and expensive work recommended by the- 
N. A. R. D. on behalf of the retail drug trade. 

It is of the most vital importance, for reasons which are 
made plain in the documents accompanying this letter, that 
the retailer’s contract be signed at once and returned at once, 
and that a personal canvass with this end in view be made 
of the entire drug trade of your locality. 

It should be thoroughly understood that the success met 
with by the Dr. Miles Remedy Company will induce other 
proprietors to adopt the same plan, and will finally result 
in the abolition of destructive price cutting on advertised 
proprietaries. It should be just as thoroughly understood, 
however, that if the firm in question should fail to market 
their goods successfully on this plan, this failure would un- 
doubtedly be construed as an indication that the retail drug- 
gists of the country are not disposed to back up the plan which 
they themselves declared in favor of at their last convention. 
How such a situation as that might affect the ruinous price 
demoralization which exists already it is difficult to fore- 
shadow. 

The opportunity is now yours, and we urge upon you to 
take advantage of it and work energetically for the success 
of the efforts which the N. A. R. D. is putting forth on your 
behalf. Sign the contract and return it. Do it at once and 
see that your fellow druggists do likewise. Fraternally yours, 

Tnuos. V. Wooren, Secretary. 


DAVENPORT DRUGGISTS WANT THE DIRECT CONTRACT. 


The retail druggists of Davenport, Ia., want the direct con- 
tract, with its serial numbering safeguard, and have not been 
backward about letting their wants be known. The address 
printed below was drafted by the local association and for- 
warded to a large number of proprietary manufacturers, 
among them Peruna Drug Mfg. Company, Lydia E. Pinkham 
Medicine Company, C. I. Hood & Co., Dr. Kilmer & Co., Lambert 
Pharmacal Company, Miles Medical Company, Centaur Com- 
pany, California Fig Syrup Company, Scott & Bowne, J. C. 
Ayer & Co., Wells, Richardson & Co., World’s Dispensary 
Medical Association, Chattanooga Medicine Company, War- 
ner’s Safe Cure Company, Donald Kennedy, H. E. Bucklen & 
Co., Chamberlain Medicine Company, Carter’s Smartweed 
Company, Potter Drug & Chemical Company, Radway & Co., 
Dr. D. Jayne & Son and Hance Bros. & White. 

Following is the address: 

To MANUFACTURERS AND PROPRIETORS OF PROPRIETARY 
MEDICINES—Gentlemen: Representing the retail drug trade of 
this city, we desire to express our hearty approval of the 
direct contract and serial numbering plan, as presented by the 
National Association at its Cleveland Convention last Sep- 
tember. We believe that the harmony and good feeling which 
have always existed between the manufacturer and retailer 
can but be retained by a mutual understanding and an earnest 
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effort to work together in harmony. You no doubt realize that 
your success in the past has been largely due to the retail drug 
trade as the medium through which your preparations have 
reached the consumer. As officers of the Davenport Pharma- 
ceutical Association we hope you may favorably consider and 
adopt the direct contract and serial numbering system, prom- 
ising you that in the event of your so doing you will have our 
unqualified indorsement. Very respectfully yours, 

J. E. Drisco.iy, President. 

Louis P. CARSTENS, Secretary. 

The National Executive Committee commends this action 

on the part of the Davenport retailers and advises other local 
ussociations to make their wants known in a similar manner. 
if convenient special meetings should be convened at once for 
this purpose. 


HONEST PRICE MOVEMENT IN PHILADELPHIA. 


The retail drug trade is a semi-public service utility, and 
the protection of the public against inferior or hazardous 
service lies in the payment of honest prices for that service. 
The public know this and do not object to a policy which 
deals fairly, not to say liberally, with their servants, the 
retail druggists. It is therefore but fair to the public to state 
that when druggists are poorly paid for the skillful work they 
do in dispensing drugs and supplying on call all the standard 
proprietaries, it is largely the fault of the druggists themselves. 
in Philadelphia the retailers are waking up to the fact that 
this is so and are conferring with each other with the view of 
taking the necessary steps, the druggist acting individually 
and for himself alone, to restore prices to an honest, public 
service basis. 

The National Headquarters is advised that at a recent meet- 
ing of the Philadelphia Retail Druggists’ Association this sub- 
ject was one of the important topics under discussion. The 
meeting was perhaps the most important in years. The num- 
ber in attendance was by far the largest in the history of the 
association. Out of 800 druggists in Philadelphia 550 are now 
enrolled in the association. Financially it is said to be flourish- 
ing and at this time has a balance of $700 in the treasury. 

An important feature of the meeting was the resolution to 
increase the dues for the coming year from $2 to $4. It was 
also suggested that the members deal only with salesmen 
holding a salesman’s card issued by the association, and the 
matter was referred to the Executive Committee. 


TO ORGANIZE NEW YORK. 


Dr. Noel, general organizer, announces that he expects to 
start the work of organizing the retail druggists of New York 
City about February 15. Whenever Organizer Hoffman, who 
is to be the permanent organizer for that city, can complete 
his part of the work in Boston and leave the remainder of it 
for his assistants to take care of, he will proceed to New York, 
where Dr. Noel will meet him for the purpose of laying plans 
for the campaign there. A permanent office will be opened 
and the same efforts that have been so successful in other 
parts of the country will be applied there. As soon as the 
necessary foundations are laid General Organizer Noel will 
return to Chicago and will transfer all the other available men 
in the organization department to assist Dr. Hoffman in the 
New York work. 


MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 


The National Executive Committee will meet in Chicago 
Monday, January 26. It invites suggestions from the field. 
Any retailer who feels that the work of the N, A. R. D. can be 
improved and has ways and means in mind whereby the im- 
provement can be brought about, will confer a favor on the 
committee by writing the secretary fully on the subject. The 
National Committee wants your ideas, brethren! 


STATE BOARD OFFICIAL CO-OPERATES. 


When a certain concern was under discipline for shipping 
goods to an aggressive cutter and the trade of the country 
were notified of this breach of faith, numerous communica- 
tions were received at National Headquarters showing how 
thorough was the co-operation among the elements that stand 
for legitimate pharmacy throughout the country. The secre- 
tary of the Board of Pharmacy of a leading Middle Western 
State wrote as follows: 

“The Executive Committee of our State association has for- 
warded to the (name of the concern under discipline appeared 
here) a most vigorous protest respecting their methods and a 
demand to know what they proposed to do. If it is necessary 
I will advise every druggist in the State to throw out their 
goods. Please keep me posted as to the result.” 

The result was, as is generally the case when the retailers 
become aroused, a quick and decisive victory for the N. A. 
R. D. cause. 
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HOW JOBBERS VIEW THE NEW N. A. R. D. 
DIRECT CONTRACT PLAN. 


General Opposition Shown—Views of a Prominent 
New York Jobber—No Antagonism to N. A. R. D. 
Implied in Attitude—Flat Refusal to Sign the 
Contract—What the Jobber Objects To. 


“ Wholesale druggisis of New York City will not sign the 
N. A. R. D. direct contract plan and serial numbering system 
in its present form. It is unfeasible and if agreed to by job- 
bers would impose upon them heavy additional expense and 
necessitate a radical change in their present business 
methods.” 

This statement was made to a representative of the AMERI- 
CAN DruGGIsT by one of the most prominent and influential 
drug jobbers of this city. On the assurance that neither his 
name nor that ox his firm—which, by the way, is one of the 
largest in that line—would be published, he very frankly ex- 
pressed his views on the subject, and these views may be 
accepted as reflecting iae sentiment of other large wholesale 
concerns in the East. It was learned that a meeting of local 
jobbers was held in executive session at the Drug Club on 
Thursday, January 15, immediately after the annual meeting 
of the Drug Trade Section of the New York Board of Trade 
and Transportation. The serial numbering system was dis- 
cussed and at the conclusion of the conference the general 
sentiment, while not antagonistic or unfriendly to the N. A. 
R. D. itself, was strongly opposed to the plan as it stands. 
Another meeting of jobbers was called for the latter part of 
last week, but the time of meeting was too late to permit de- 
tails being obtained in time for this issue. However, from 
facts already known and from the positive and unqualified 
declaration of the authority referred to there can be no doubt 
whatever as to the attitude of jobbing drug interests here 
toward the plan in its present shape. It is more than likely 
that the N. A. R. D. will be informed of the refusal of New 
York City jobbers to sign and that a conference will be re- 
quested between a committee of that body and representatives 
of the N. W. D. A. for the purpose of dev'sing a plan satis- 
factory to all concerned. As a matter of fact, inquiry in job- 
bing circles here last week brought out the information that 
some of the proprietors themselves have openly told jobbers 
that they would not adopt the plan as now proposed; and, 
furthermore, some local jobbing firms refused to sign the con- 
tract put out by one of the proprietors, who thereupon refused 
to sell these firms his goods. 


WHAT THE JOBBER OBJECTS TO. 


In the course of conversation with a reporter for this jour- 
nal the jobber quoted at the beginning of this article said: 
“The jobbers of New York are not epposing this plan because 
they are unfriendly to the N. A. R. D.; they do not feel dis- 
posed to agree to a system which will unquestionably impose 
heavy burdens upon them, both in additional expense and in 
necessary changes in business methods. For instance, take a 
jobbing concern whose daily sales run up into the hundreds. 
Under the proposed system that house would have to engage 
a great many more clerks in the stock and other departments; 
every proprietary item or article in each sale would have to 
be recorded, the serial number taken, the party to whom it 
was sold recorded, ete. In short, the plan would plunge the 
jobber into a mass of detail, to say nothing of trouble and 
expense, and all this for what? The jobber won’t get any 
better terms from the proprietor, but the latter expects ‘him 
to do all this which is of direct benefit to the manufacturer. 
Where does the jobber come in? how is he to receive com- 
pensation corresponding, at least, to the additional expense 
put upon him? Why don’t the proprietors arrange to bear 
this burden, and ferret out the cutters, instead of calling upon 
the jobbers? If the manufacturers will give us better terms 
or make some inducement or offer to offset our increased ex- 
pense, it might be worth while considering the plan. But 
even so, I do not believe the scheme as it stands is practicable 
from a jobber’s standpoint. We would always be running 
risks through mistakes by clerks, which are bound to occur.” 

“What changes in the plan as proposed would you sug- 
gest?’’ was asked. 

“That,” he replied, “is a matter which will have to be 
settled at a conference between wholesalers and representa- 
tives of the N. A. R. D.” 








CHICAGO JOBBERS OPPOSE DIRECT CON- 
TRACT PLAN. 


The Action of the Miles Medical Co. Precipitates Dis 
cussion—Out-of-Town Jobbers Join in Protest—Situ- 
ation Yet in Doubt—N. Y. and Chicago Jobbers 
Alone Object. 





(By telegraph from our regular correspondent. ) 


Chicago, January 23.—The action of the Miles Medical Com- 
pany, of Elkhart, Ind., in adopting the direct contract plan of 


the N. A. R. D. is stirring up a great deal of discontent among” 


the jobbers here. The wholesalers held a meeting behind 
closed doors at the Drug Club yesterday at noon, and from 
what can be learned they decided not to sign the agreement. 
One out of town jobber wired that he would not sign the 
agreement under any condition, and that he could not handle 
the business on a 10 per cent. margin. 

Fuller & Fuller Company in an interview with your 
correspondent said that while they did not want any of the 
goods and had decided not to buy or sign at present they 
thought that the extra expense of bookkeeping involved in the 
new plan could be covered by 5 per cent. Morrisson, Plum- 


mer & Co. state that the heads of several departments have’ 


figured out that on a conservative estimate it would cost $860 
per year to handle this product, and that if the big Eastern 
manufacturers at Burlington, Lowell and Buffalo adopted the 
plan, which they no doubt will if it proves a success, there is 
no way of estimating the extra force which will have to be 
placed on the payrolls. Moreover for every error the jobber 
will be fined $96. 


JOBBERS DISINCLINED TO ADOPT THE PLAN, 

Letters and telegrams between Eastern and Western job- 
bers have been passing all day, and so far as can be learned 
the signatures of the jobber to the plan are lacking. The job- 
bers practically admit the success of the plan, but object to 
the additional expense which it involves for them. Every job- 
ber in this city withtwoexceptions sells and caters to the State 
street department stores, and if this plan meets with favor it 
would necessarily cut down their business. Naturally they 
are not receiving it with open arms. 

A. H. Beardsley, secretary of the Miles Medical Company, 
was interviewed by ’phone, and claimed that the jobbers in 
all the cities outside New York and Chicago welcomed the 
plans; these did not do so, as it would do away with depart- 
ment store selling. 





ADULTERATED PHENACETINE. 


Health Board Finds Adulterated Phenacetine in Man- 
hattan Stores—The First Step in a Campaign for 
Pure Drugs. 


Dr. Lederle, the Commissioner of Health of the city of 
New York and the President of the Board of Health, has in- 
augurated a campaign against adulterated food and drugs, the 
first steps of which consisted in the collection of 373 samples 
of phenacetine from various drug stores in lower Manhattan 
and Brooklyn by inspectors and Health Board of the depart- 
ment. It is stated by the department that only 58 of the 
specimens consisted of pure phenacetine. According to the 
official report 267 of the adulterated samples consisted of mix- 
tures of phenacetine and acetanilid, 2 were mixtures of phe- 
nacetine and sugar, 4 were mixtures of phenacetine and 
starch, 32 were pure acetanilid, 4 were mixtures of acetanilid 
and cane sugar, 1 was a mixture of acetanilid and milk sugar, 
3 were mixtures of acetanilid and starch, 1 was antipyrin, and 
1 was quinine sulphate. 

The Health Commissioner takes occasion to publish in de- 
tail the information that the average price paid by the in- 
spectors for 10-grain powders was 20 cents and that if pure 
phenacetine was sold at this price, an ounce costing $1 is sold 
for $3.20, which yields a profit of more than 200 per cent., and 
that “‘ such a profit does not, however, appear to be sufficient. 
Acetanilid, costing about 2% cents per ounce, is substituted 
and sold at the same price as pure phenacetine.” An analysis 
of these figures shows a gross error somewhere. 

The official report shows the fo.lowing results: 
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Much curiosity 1s expressed throughout the drug trade as 
to the causes which induced the Health Department to take 
up this parucular proprietary drug for examination. Dr. 
Joseph Deghuee, the chemist of the board, who made the 
examinations, explained to a reporter that “ Dr. Lederle di- 
rected me to begin this investigation with phenacetine be- 
cause every one uses this harmless drug nowadays—prescribes 
it for himself if ne has a headache. We thought it well to 
let people know that they are in danger of buying, not a 
‘headache powder,’ as phenacetine is commonly called, but 
acetanilid, which physicians say has a depressing effect on 
the heart and is therefore dangerous.” 

As a result of the examinations the Health Department 
has decided to add a section to the sanitary code giving the 
department power to prosecute without recourse to the gen- 
eral laws such offenders as may be found guilty of selling 
adulterated food and drugs. 

In the course of newspaper interview on the subject the 
Health Commissioners have referred to the statement made 
by Prof. Virgil Coblentz, chairman of the New York Section 
of the Society of Chemical Industry, in his inaugural address 
some months since concerning the prevalence of adulteration 
in drugs which was published in the AMERICAN DRUGGIST at 
the time. 





MANHATTAN PHARMACEUTICAL ASSOCIA 
TION. 


Members Approached on a Souvenir Book Scheme— 
Advertisers to Pay Expenses—Ruling on the Sale 
of Wines at the Soda Counter—Stirred Up by 
Phenacetine Crusade. 


The regular monthly meeting of the Manhattan Pharma- 
ceutical Association was held on January 19 in the New York 
College of Pharmacy, there being a fair attendance. In the 
absence of President C. S. Erb the second vice-president, C. H. 
White, called the meeting to order. After the minutes of the 
previous meeting had been read and approved President Erb 
arrived and Mr. White thereupon turned over the gavel to him. 
The treasurer reported as follows: Balance on hand last meet- 
ing, $315.94; received in dues, $110; disbursements, $89.70; 
balance on hand, $336.24. 

President Erb announced the resignation of Felix Hirseman 
as chairman of the Legislative Committee and the appoint- 
ment of A. C. Searles to that position. The Membership Com- 
mittee reported favorably on the application of Luzon J. 
Finch, 169 Alexander avenue, and the secretary was authorized 
to cast one ballot electing Mr. Finch. 

A communication was received from ©. E. Keniston, a pub- 
lisher of annual handbooks. Mr. Keniston was present at the 
meeting and was granted the privilege of the floor to explain 
the communication. He said that the book would be pub- 
lished containing advertising from which the association would 
receive $5 per page; it would contain also a list of members, 
photographs, constitution and by-laws, and he offered to fur- 
nish 500 separate constitutions in small form. Mr. Searles of- 
fered a resolution empowering the president and secretary to 
enter into a contract with the party for the publishing of the 
hook. Secretary Swann offered an amendment that the treas- 
urer be included on the committee. It was then suggested 
that 50 per cent. of the earnings should go to the association. 
Mr. Kleinau moved as an amendment that the matter be re- 
ferred to the Press Committee. Mr. Alpers opposed the idea 
on the ground that it was beneath the dignity of the associa- 
tion. Mr. Hirseman also spoke in opposition. Mr. Searles 
finally accepted Mr. Kleinau’s amendment and the matter was. 
turned over to the Press Committee. 


RULING ON THE SALE OF WINES AT THE SODA COUNTER, 


Secretary Swann said that he had written to Charles H. 
Treat, internal revenue collector for the second district of 
New York, as to the sales of coca wine and calisaya as a bev- 
erage. The matter had been referred to Internal Revenue 
Commissioner Yerkes at Washington, who passed upon the 
same by quoting the ruling of circular No. 636, as follows: 
“The only alcoholic medicinal compounds which can be sold 
without involving the seller in special tax liability under the 
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internal revenue laws of the United States as a liquor dealer 
are those which are sold for use as medicines only, and are 
never sold knowingly to those buying them as beverages.” 
The secretary was instructed to embody the sense of this rul- 
ing in notices of the next meeting sent out to members of 
the association. 

A communication from the German Apothecaries’ Society, 
extending an invitation to members of the Manhattan to at 
tend the annual ball of the former, was received and placed on 
file. Secretary Swann read an editorial from one of the New 
York daily papers libeling pharmacists on the phenacetine and 
acetanilid question. This precipitated a lively discussion in 
which Messrs. Alpers, Bakst, Hirseman, Kleinau, Searles and 
Tobin participated. No motion, however, was made and no 
action whatever was taken. President Erb said that the 
Board of Pharmacy had taken the matter up and he thought 
it advisable to leave it in their hands. 

CHEMISTRY QUESTIONS IN BOARD EXAMINATIONS. 


Mr. Searles. chairman of the special committee to whom 
the subject of chemistry in the board’s examinations was re- 
ferred, reported that by oversight the subject had not bee» 
presented to the board at the recent annual meeting in Albany, 
but would be at the meeting of the board at Utica in June. 
The chairman was instructed to send the resolutions adopted 
at the last meeting of the Manhattan Association on this sub- 
ject to the president of the Board of Pharmacy and to request 
their consideration by that body. 

The Special Committee on By-Laws had no report. The 
committee was discharged and the president is to appoint a 
new committee to report at the next meeting. 

Mr. Tobin brought up the benzin question and thought that 
the matter should receive further consideration on the part 
of the association. Mr. Hirseman said for the information 
of members that it was likely that a new license of $5 would 
be granted to pharmacists to sell benzin. 

The meeting then adjourned at 10.45 p.m. 


THE NEW BUILDING OF THE BROOKLYN 
COLLEGE OF PHARMACY. 


To Be Formally Opened on January 29. 





The formal opening of the new Brooklyn College of Phar- 
macy Building, at 265-271 Nostrand avenue. near Lafayette, 
will take place on Thursday, January 29, The college will be 
open to inspection from 3 to 6 and from 7 to 11 p.m.. and in- 
vitations have been sent out inviting members, their friends 
and ladies to visit the new building at that time. In the even- 
ing there will be a reception by the Building Committee, 
officers and trustees of the college, and the ceremony of pass- 
ing the keys from the architect to the Building Committee 
and then to the president of the college will take place. Re- 
freshments, consisting of salads, ice cream and cake, coffee 
and cigars, will be served, and there will be addresses by a 
number of prominent men. a 

The plot on which the building is located is 75 x 100 and 
the college itself is 50 x 90 feet, three stories and basement. 
It is built of Samson brick, with Indiana stone trimmings and 
a stone portico. Ground was broken for the new structure 
early last summer. Particular care has been taken in the 
interior arrangement of the laboratories, lecture room, etc., 
so as to utilize all available space and at the same time meet 
all the requirements of a modern college of pharmacy. To the 
right of the main hall on the first floor is the clerk’s room, 
light, airy and ample. and on the opposite side is the library. 
The rest of the first floor is taken up by the lecture room, 
which has a seating capacity of 135, or 200 if necessary. The 
room is 80 x 85 feet. The seats are arranged in theatre fash- 
ion, so that a full and unobstructed view of the lecture plat- 
form, blackboard and experiments can be had from any seat. 
Large reflecting Welsbach chandeliers furnish light when 
needed. The front part of the second floor is occupied by the 
chemical laboratory, which will accommodate 200 students at 
a time. In the rear, on the same floor, is the pharmaceutical 
laboratory, with accommodations for 170 students. A stock 
room is located between these two laboratories. On the top 
floor front is the pharmacognosy laboratory and to the rear 
the herbarium and two large quiz rooms. The stairways are 
large and the entire building is unusually well lighted. there 
being in all 77 windows. The basement contains a ladies’ 
room, recreation room and hat and coat room. The building 
is heated by steam and the entire college represents an outlay 
of some $50,000. 

The Building Committee consists of William Muir, chair- 
man; Frederic P. Tuthill, secretary; Thomas J. France, Adrian 
Paradis, Edward G. Rave and Peter W. Ray. 
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KINGS COUNTY PHARMACEUTICAL ASSOCIA- 
TION. 





A Physician Speaks of the Mistakes of Pharmacists 
Before Pharmacists—As to Chemistry in the State 
Board Examinations and the Standard Generally— 
Significant Statement by a Member of the Board— 
Attempt to Procure Exemptions from Taxation of 
Brooklyn College of Pharmacy. 


Only routine business was transacted at the monthly meet-- 
ing of the Kings County Pharmaceutical Society on Tuesday, 
January 13, the last meeting to be held in the old College of 
Pharmacy building. President Oscar C. Kleine was in the- 
chair and Secretary Tuthill recorded. A feature of the meet- 
ing was the reading of a paper by Dr. John Ketterle on ex- 
periences with pharmacists, calling attention to mistakes that 
have at times occurred, etc. Treasurer Ray reported a total: 
balance in the society treasury of $5,277.79 and a college bal- 
ance of $1,581.88. Two new members were elected—namely: 
Alexander Braunstein, of 296 Bushwick avenue, and Aag2 
Hansen, of 1517 Fifty-eighth street. Official notice was taken 
of the death of James King, jr., a prominent pharmacist of 
Richmond Hill, L. I. 

A communication from the Manhattan Pharmaceutical As- 
sociation was read. It requested the Kings County Society 
to co-operate in having the subject of chemistry reinstated in 
the State Board of Pharmacy examinations. The letter was 
read by William Muir, who said that inasmuch as the annual 
meeting of the Board had been held the only course for the- 
society to pursue was to acknowledge the receipt of the com- 
munication. In speaking of the agitation over chemistry in 
the examinations, Mr. Muir said that some of those who had’ 
taken occasion to express criticism had been found to be not 
fully qualified to make such criticisms; he thought the matter 
sheuld be left in the hands of the examiners. He cited in- 
stances showing that in some of the examinations the papers. 
on pharmaceutical chemistry had proven too difficult for a 
large majority of students, since they failed to pass it. 

The Building Committee reported that the new College of 
Pharmacy building was practically completed and would soon 
be ready for occupancy. 

The Committee on Trade reported the action taken on the 
plan of sending out circulars to physicians calling their at- 
tention to a few formulas of seasonable preparations taken. 
from the National Formulary. Communications were read 
from a number of physicians indorsing the scheme, a ful] 
account of which was given in the previous issue of the 
AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 

The Committee on Legislation reported that a bill had been 
prepared for introduction in the State Legislature relieving 
the college from taxation. The bill had been submitted to- 
Senator Elsberg, who informed the committee that in the form 
in which it was presented it would not pass. Senator Marshall 
also declared that the measure was too Sweeping, since it ex- 
empted not only property now owned by the college, but also 
any future property it might acquire, as well as bequests. The 
committee said that the’ matter had therefore been turned 
over to the society’s counsel, who will draft a suitable bill. 


A Parke, Davis & Co. Branch at Memphis. 


That it may afford a better and speedier service to its pa- 
trons, especially in the territory tributary to Memphis, Tenn., 
the house of Parke, Davis & Co. have established branch head- 
quarters in that city, at 8320-324 Main street. The new branch 
will be managed by Curtis W. Turner, who is well known to- 
the trade. The Memphis branch will carry a large and perfectly 
assorted stock with a complete equipment of samples, circulars, 
leaflets and other literature. A cordial invitation is extended 
to drug men in general to call, when in Memphis, and make - 
themselves at home, at 320-324 Main street. 





The liquor problem in Maine is again being agitated be- 
cause «f changes of sheriffs in several’ counties. Augusta 
druggists were recently notified to stop all illegal business 
and there is likely to be a new order of things in Lewiston. 
and Portland. In Vermont the druggists are said to be op- 
posed to the proposed high license local option law, as it pro- 
hibits their selling liquor except on a physician’s prescription. . 








Obituary. 


SOLON PALMER. 

Solon Palmer, the well-known perfumer, died in this city 
on Monday morning, January 19, at the age of 80. Mr. Palmer 
was born at Alstead, N. H., on February 3, 1823. He received 
a common school education and began to teach in the country 
school at the age of 16. He moved to Ohio and took charge of 
a small country school for a year or so, then began to study 
medicine at Citicinnati at the age of 21. In 1847 he entered 
upon the manufacture of perfumes in Cincinnati, and in 1870 
he moved to New York City and entered upon the manufacture 
of perfumes in a large way at 12 Platt street. Shortly after- 
ward he moved to 374-376 Pearl street, where he continued 
in business up to the date of his death, devoting his entire 
time to the manufacture of perfumes and toilet soaps for the 
retail drug trade. Mr. Palmer was always loyal to the retail 
drug trade and as a consequence his goods were snot found 
on the shelves of the department stores. He was a man of 
fine literary and artistic tastes, and through much reading had 
come to be well informed on a wide variety of topics. He was 
prominent in the affairs of the Universalist Church, to which 
he belonged, and took an active interest in charitable work 
through the various charitable organizations of which he was 
a member. Personally he was of a modest and retiring dis- 
position and was not widely known among the trade, as he 
did not attend the various trade meetings. Mr. Palmer was, 
we believe, the first American to engage in the manufacture 
of perfumes on a commercial scale, and certainly at the time 
of his death was the oldest perfumer in the United States 
actively engaged in business. He was a man of untiring en- 
ergy and close application, and devoted his personal attention 
to his business unremittingly until a short time prior to his 
death, when he was attacked by his fatal illness. He leaves a 
widow and two children, Edward Palmer and Mrs. George 
Coon. 

On January 15 Henry Beates, sr., one of the oldest whole- 
sale druggists in Philadelphia, died at his late residence, 1504 
Walnut street, in his eighty-third year. Mr. Beates was born 
in Lancaster County and was educated in Lancaster, but 
moved to Philadelphia at an early age and entered the drug 
business. In the early ’40s he became a partner in the firm 
of Beates & Miller, at Third and Branch streets. Afterward 
the firm became Beates, Miller & Lambert and removed to 
509 Market street. Mr. Beates retired seven years ago. 

On January 16 Malcolm R. Weightman, a grandson of Wil- 
liam Weightman, of the firm of Powers & Weightman, and 
son of Dr. John Farr Weightman, now dead, died while visit- 
ing friends at Lakewood, N. J. Mr. Weightman, who was one 
of the heirs of the great wealth of his grandfather, was 27 
years old and for several years had lived at Kingsbridge, N. Y. 
He had been ill for several months with Bright’s disease. 
His wife and a son survive. His mother, Mrs. Martha T. R. 
Weightman, has been seriously ill since receiving the news of 
the death of her son. 





PRESIDENT PAYNE’S TRIBUTE TO GEO. W. KENNEDY. 

Irom Dr. Geo. F. Payne, of Atlanta, Ga., president of the 
American Pharmaceutical Association, we are in receipt of 
the following tribute to the memory of the late Geo. W. Ken- 
nedy, whose obituary was published in the AMERICAN DRuG- 
cist for January 12: 

George W. Kennedy, secretary of the council of the Ameri- 
can Pharmaceutical Association since its organization in 1880 
and secretary of the Committee on Membership of the council, 
died unexpectedly of an attack of pneumonia, at his home in 
Pottsville, Pa., on December 22. Mr. Kennedy would have 
rounded out his sixtieth year of existence next February. En- 
tering the drug business as a youth, he adhered to it faithfully 
and steadily, and used his best endeavors for its advancement 
and proper recognition in the esteem of the public. Ever 
ready to serve his country according to his own high stand- 
ards and ideals, he enlisted in the early part of the war be- 
tween the States in the service of the United States Govern- 
ment and served until the conclusion of hostilities. A portion 
of the time he served as hospital steward and had control of 
the medical supplies for his regiment. He won many successes 
and honors in his native city and was beloved by all who 
knew him. In his connection with the American Pharmaceu- 
tical Association and his splendid work as an officer of that 
body he became widely acquainted with the pharmacists 
throughout the United States. His 33 years of membership 
and his 22 years of service as secretary of the council and of 
its Committee on Membership gave him an acquaintance and 
friendship among the members of the American Pharmaceu- 
tical Association which was probably not surpassed by any 
other member. His genial spirit and wholesome good nature 
enlivened and encouraged all with whom he was thrown in 
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contact. His reports as secretary of the Committee on Mem- 
bership would always note the departure of each member dur- 
ing the year who had passed to the great beyond. His loving 
words on these occasions always vibrated with such touching 
affection and appreciation for these absent members that the 
members were brought into closer touch and sympathy with 
each other on account of the loving thoughts and memories 
he could so well express, making the living feel a peculiar 
tenderness and appreciation, not only for the loved ones who 
had left them, but by a mysterious telepathy to understand 
the value of each other as never before. Such sincere, earnest 
and genial workers are a tremendous loss .when taken from 
any field. Such a personality is precious to us all. We sor- 
row with his devoted and loving family in their grievous loss, 
a loss which is overwhelming and swallows up all other griefs. 
Such a man is not only a loss to his family, but to his com- 
munity and to his country, and the pharmacists of the Ameri- 
ean continent condole with the afflicted family in the passing 
away of one who has done so much not only to advance his 
local surroundings, but in a wider and broader field to advance 
the best interests of his chosen profession. He was one of 
‘“God’s noblemen ”’ and has gone to receive his crown of glory 
so richly won. GEORGE F, PAYNE, 
President of the American Pharmaceutical Association. 
Atlanta, Ga., January 15. 





Other Deaths in the Drug Trade. 
BromFLecK.—In Williamsburg, N. Y., on Tuesday, Decem- 
ber 23, Peter Bromfleck, in the sixty-sixth year of his age. 


De LA VeEGA.—In Jersey City, N. J., on Wednesday, Decem- 
17, Joseph de la Vega, in the fifty-fourth year of his age. 


KoRFMANN.—In Astoria, L. L, on Sunday, December 21, 
Henry C. Korfmann, in the forty-fifth year of his age. 


McGILuLivrRAy.—In Chelsea, Mass., on Tuesday, December. 
23, James S. McGillivray, in the fifty-eighth year of his age. 


MoyeEr.—in Bloomsburg, Pa., on Saturday, December 13, 
William S. Moyer, in the fifty-seventh year of his age. 


LitTLE.—In Philadelphia, Pa., on Tuesday, January 13, 
Arthur H. Little. 


TINGLEY.—In Carbondale, Pa., on Wednesday, December 17, 
J. P. A. Tingley. 


WISEMAN.—In Danville, Va., on Sunday, December 28, Dr. 
H. A. Wiseman. 


BryAn.—In Hot Springs, Ark., on Wednesday, January 14, 
Dr. David C. Bryan, of Indianapolis, Ind. 


Kine.—In Philadelphia, Pa., on Friday, January 2, William 
King, in the eightieth year of his age. 


WENNER.—In Philadelphia, Pa., on Wednesday, January 7, 
Harvey E. Wenner, in the twenty-seventh year of his age. 


GREENWOOD.—In Niagara Falls, N. Y., on Saturday, Decem- 
ber 20, W. Walker Greenwood, of St. Catharines, Ont., in the 
fifty-third year of his age. 


STILLWELL.—In Brooklyn, N. Y., on Sunday, January 11, 
Charles M. Stillwell, analytical chemist, in the fifty-ninth year 
of his age. 


Scott.—In Toronto, Canada, on Saturday, January 3, Dr. 
A. Y. Scott, professor of chemistry and botany in the College 
of Pharmacy, in the forty-second year of his age. 


WEIGHTMAN.—In Lakewood, N. J., on Friday, January 16, 
Malcolm R. Weightman, grandson of William Weightman, of 
the firm of Powers & Weightman, of Philadelphia, in the 
twenty-seventh year of his age. = 


Scuunck.—In Kersal, near Manchester, England, on Tues- 
day, January 13, Dr. Henry Edward Schunck, Ph.D., D.Sce., in 
the eighty-third year of his age. Dr. Schunck was the author 
of numerous treatises on the chemistry of coal tar dyes. 





Russian Pharmacies to Be Made Governmental Insti- 


tutions, 

The Medical Department of the Ministry of the Interior in 
Russia has, according to the Russian Gazette, under consid- 
eration a project for the reformation of the pharmacies in that 
country. It is proposed to put them under the direct orders 
of the Government, and to arrange that each apteka shall pro- 
vide free medical assistance to the poorer classes of the people. 
The Government of Russia estimates that in this scheme it 
will be practicable to diminish the charges by 25 per cent. on 
medicines dispensed, in addition to the above provision o‘ 
medical assistance. 





















































































54 AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 


THE NEW YORK RETAIL DRUGGISTS’ AS- 
SOCIATION. 


Officers Elected—The Pharmacy Board Criticised— 
Trading Stamps Condemned—Plans for a Ball. 


The annual election of officers for the ensuing year took 
place at the last meeting of the New York Retail Druggists’ 
Association,-held in Odd Fellows’ Hall, 98 Forsyth street, 
on January 15. The result was as follows: President, Joseph 
Weinstein; first vice-president, Charles Bernstein; second vice- 
president, B. Mishking; recording secretary, M. G. Kantro- 
witz; treasurer, Jacob Pick; financial secretary, S. Bockschitz- 
sky; trustees, L. Marmor, C. Cogan and B. Ehrenfreund. 

The principal matter brought up and discussed was the 
action on the part of the State Board of Pharmacy, or, rather 
the Eastern Branch of the board, in causing the arrest of 
junior clerks in various drug stores on the ground of their 
having violated the pharmacy law. It was stated at the meet- 
ing that the board had been bringing cases against junior 
clerks for their having sold such articles as chlorate of potash, 
Epsom salts, bicarbonate of soda, etc. Though no formal 
action was taken on the matter by the association as a body, 
several members present sharply criticised the board for its 
action, which was styled persecution because this activity was 
seemingly directed against druggists on the East Side. Some 
members thought that the board was construing the law too 
iiterally, basing its crusade apparently on the provision that 
a drug store shall not be left in sole charge of an unlicensed 
clerk. They did not believe that the statute should be inter- 
preted to bar even a junior clerk from selling such articles 
as those named. A committee, consisting of A. Bakst and 
Peter Diamond, was appointed to appear before the board on 
February 2 in behalf of druggists concerned in the matter 
and to endeavor to get the board to reconsider its action and 
policy. 

Another matter discussed was the so-called trading-stamp 
abuse. Formal action on this subject was postponed until 
the next meeting. Members present expressed their decided 
disapproval of tae system, however. The following commit- 
tee was appointed to arrange for the annual ball of the asso- 
ciation, to be held in the Lenox Lyceum on-the night of 
March 20: A. Bakst, chairman; S. Harkary, R. Goldberg, M. 
Newmark, M. G. Kantrowitz, N. Naumoff, Jacob Pick and 
I. Picker, Standing committees for the coming year were also 
appointed. 

Tue following new members were proposed: E. Teperman, 
A. Rosenberg and L. Merin. 





The alumni of the New York College of Pharmacy are put- 
ting forth vigorous efforts for the success of their annual 
concert and ball, which is to be held this year at the Grand 
Central Palace, on Lexington avenue, between Forty-third 
and Forty-fourth streets, on Wednesday, February 4. The fol- 
lowing committee is in charge of the arrangements: Fred. 
Borggreve, chairman: Joseph Aquaro, Charles H. Bjorkwall. 
H. J. K. Binder, jr., Otto Boeddiker, B. R. Dauscha, Geo. C. 
Diekman, M.D.. Wm. H. Ebbitt, Philip Fitz, Wm. A. Hoburg, 
jr., N. S. Kirk, F. X. Lynch, Eugene F. Lohr, F. N. Pond, Geo. 
Schweinfurth, R. H. Timmermann, Fred. Wichelns. 

The names of a sub-committee of 320, including the chair- 
man, are appended to the official circular announcing the ball, 
but the list needs revising, as the names of several deceased 
pharmacists figure in it. 


The Pharmaceutical Association of Troy and Vicinity met 
on January 7 and elected the following officers to serve during 
the ensuing year: President, Henry Schneider; vice-president, 
C. E. Schacklady; treasurer, Charies H. Mansheffer: secretary, 
Fred. Schneider. The annual banquet will be held January 
28 and the following committee will be in charge: George E. 
Stillman, chairman; John J. Healey, C. H. Mansheffer, Ward 
H. Wilkinson and Lorenzo Strecker. 


The New York Section of the Society of Chemical Industry 
met at the Chemists’ Club last Friday night and discussed the 
following papers: The Appucation of the Sulphur Colors to the 
Printing of Cotton Fabrics, by L. J. Matos; Cold Storage, by 
H. T. Galpin; Commercial Barium Carbonate, by R. W. Moore; 
Analysis of Fluorspar, by J. Brakes. j 


David J. Byrne, who has had experience in the Back Bay 
drug stores of Boston, expects to open a new pharmacy in 
Newport, R. I., his former place of residence. He is a gradu- 
ate of the Massachusetts College of Pharmacy. 
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WESTERN NEW YORK. 


Business Improves in Buffalo—A Good Crop of Candidates—Many 
Stores Change Hands—Some Telephone Experience. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Buffalo, January 21.—There is a better feeling in the Buf- 
talo retail drug stores with the approach of the turn of winter, 
not only the outer rim of stores reporting good business, but 
the much cut up business center reporting satisfactory trade. 
There is no disturbing element in the field that has not be- 
come familiar to everybody and there is no new distraction 
looked for right away. Some of the eager tradesmen are cut- 
ing a price now and then, but they have always done this and 
will stop it only when they go out of business. The city is re- 
ported in the best of health, though the Health Department is 
still putting in a plea for a filter plant to insert between the 
stormy lake and the city mains, Somebody in the drug trade 
is sure that it takes good weather to sell his goods. He says 
that when people feel bad in mean weather they lay their 
feelings to the weather entirely and stand them off, but if 
good weather does not straighten them out they resort to 
drugs. 

THE WESTERN BRANCH OF THE STATE BOARD OF PHARMACY 


has a list of 20 candidates for the January examination and 
apparently not much else on its calendar. Delinquency cases 
are next to none for some reason or other. It looks as though 
the world had suddenly begun to grow better or maybe the 
official bad-man catcher of the branch has taken a spell off. 
Secretary Reimann is busy with the annual registration of 
licentiates and reports that they are coming in well, about half 
of his list having reported by the middle of January. The first 
of the year finds fewer clerks shifting about than usual. Pos- 
sibly the business pays them better wages than it used to. 


CHANGES OF OWNERSHIP. 


Quite a number of Buffalo stores are changing hands. The 
Tuerke store, on lower Niagara street, is reported empty. 
George E. Hermann, the proprietor. for some reason not re- 
maining in possession very long. His departure may have 
some connection with a former one. Hayden & Twohey, who 
not long ago opened a new store at Main and Virginia streets, 
have now bought out H. E. Cuthbert, of Triangle street, and 
will run both stores. D. J. McKinley, for some time a clerk 
in the Frisch store at Broadway and Fox street, has now 
bought the establishment and, being a pharmacist, will man- 
age it. F. D. Hatch, of the firm of Hatch & Rumsey at 
Olean, has bought out his partner and will continue the busi- 
ness alone. 


COLLECT MESSAGES DISCONTINUED. 


Here is a case of many which druggists have to stand, and 
yet they are expected to be patient Christian citizens through 
it all. A Buffalo retailer was not long ago asked over the 
*phone if he would take a collect message and he replied that 
he would, expecting an order for a few cents’ worth of goods 
at least. When he took the message it was a request to go 
some distance across on the other side of the street and ask 
in a saloon if a bartender had been hired there yet. There are 
no collect messages in Buffalo now and this is one of the rea- 
sons for Cropping them. 


BUFFALO NEWS NOTES. 


Secretary Reimann, of the Western Branch of the State 
soard of Pharmacy, is a druggist by whole family as well as 
personally. He lately visited his brother, who is in the busi- 
ness in Philadelphia. He has another brother who is a drug- 
gist in Sag Harbor, L. I., and a son in the same business in 
Brooklyn. 


Among minor incidents in Buffalo drug circles is a fire in 
the store of Max Kaestner, on Lovejoy street, which did about 
$25 damage. What appears to have been boys made a small 
raid on the store of H. V. Roese, on Genesee street, and stole 
several bottles of cough syrup. The theft reported in the Hilli- 
gass store, on the West Side, was not prosecuted. When the 
case of the accused came up nobody appeared, so it was 
dropped. 


Buffalo druggists are numerous and stand high in the 
Masonic fraternity. George Reimann is the alchemist of the 
Shriners, P. M. Lockie is treasurer of Highland Lodge, Fred. 
Seisser is junior warden of Occidental Lodge, De Courcy Rose 
is senior warden of Erie Lodge, which contains a dozen drug- 
gist members. Preparations are on foot for the annual mas- 
querade ball of the city druggists, which is always one of the 
grand social affairs of the season. 





AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND 
MASSACHUSETTS. 


Alumni Dance—Funds Secured for the Greenleaf Scholarship—A 
State Biological Laboratory—Mr. Larrabee Retires from Office — 
A Druggist-T oxicologist. 








(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Boston, January 21.—The Alumni Association of the M. C. 
P. gave a well attended dance at Huntington Chambers on 
the evening of January 14. Besides the members of the asso- 
ciation many students were in evidence. President O’Brien 
was in charge and he was ably assisted by the officers. The 
Committee on Arrangements was as follows: C. T. Simpson, 
Miss Florence A. Hichorn, G. A. Kelly, Mrs. B. A. Wilbur anil 
W. R. Acheson. It was directed by Mrs. W. R. Acheson, 
Mrs. W. G. Guil and Mrs. Frank Piper. The Salem Cadet Or- 
chéestra furnished music. The senior class is officered as fol- 
lows: President, Archie E. Picken; vice-president, George B. 
Gunn; secretary, John R. Sawyer, and Treasurer, Dennis A. 
Murphy. 


THE GREENLEAF SCHOLARSHIP ASSURED, 


There was a well attended meeting of the Greenleaf Scholar- 
ship Fund Committee at the college building on the afternoon 
of January 14. Dr. Frank Piper presided. Gratifying reports 
were made by the different members of the committee and the 
desired sum was found to be practically all pledged. The col- 
lection of the pledges will commence this week and it is ex- 
pected that the money will all be in the hands of the chairman 
by the last of this month. The subject of an alumni journal 

vas also discussed and the idea was received enthusiastically. 
The subject is now being considered and will be heard from 
again later. 


STATE MANUFACTURE OF BIOLOGICAL PRODUCTS. 


There will be a renewal of the fight over the manufacture 
and free distribution of vaccine lymph this winter. The Leg- 
islature has just received a report from the State Board of 
Agriculture on this subject. It suggests that a part of the 
veterinary department of the Agricultural College at Amherst 
be used in the production of vaccine, there being stables, labo- 
ratories and apparatus available for the purpose. According 
to the theory of the board it would only be necessary to con- 
struct a single building for stabling and laboratory purposes, 
and the expenditure for apparatus would be very slight. The 
probable cost of the building is $9,000 and of apparatus $2,500. 
An annual appropriation of $3,000 would be necessary for 
salaries, etc. The location of the college would be of distinct 
advantage in the distribution of lymph. The board believes 
the plan feasible and that the work can be done at a minimum 
cost. It is stated that Representative Bullock, a new Bedford 
druggist and chairman of the Public Health Committee, is of 
the opinion that if the State is to undertake this work it can 
best be done by the Board of Health. 


A DRUGGIST AS AN OFFICIAL FOR THIRTY YEARS. 


Ex-Mayor John Larrabee, of Melrose, recently retired from 


public service, having served the town and city faithfully for . 


30 years. He was Town Clerk for 21 years, from 1873 to 1894, 
when he declined renomination. He was clerk of the Board 
of Selectmen for five years, 1888 to 1893; on the Cemetery 
Committee for 25 years, 1875 to 1900, and was Sewer Com- 
misisoner from 1895 to 1900. Under the new city government 
Mr. Larrabee was the first City Treasurer and chairman of 
the Cemetery Committee, and Mayor of the city in 1901 and 
1902. 

In 1886 and 1887 he was representative to the Legislature 
from the Eleventh Middlesex district. He served both years 
as chairman of the Committee on Engrossed Bills, in 1886 as 
clerk of the Woman’s Suffrage Committee and in 1887 as clerk 
of the Public Health Committee. 

Mr. Larrabee is a Republican. He has served on the Town 
Committee and is a member of the Republican Club of Massa- 
chusetts. He is a prominent druggist and is well known in 
New England. He was formerly a member of the Board of 
Pharmacy. 

AN INFRINGEMENT SUIT LOST. 


At the Salem District Court last week Dr. Rouellier was 
charged with selling goods with a false label. It was stated 
by the Franco-American Chemical Company that he had sold 
Jacques ‘red pills for nervous women” in blue boxes, which 
was an infringement of the rights of the Franco-American 
Company, who sell exactly the same articles in name in a red 
box. After a hearing the court discharged the doctor. 
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Prescription Trade Good—The Board Examines Three Hundred 
Applicants—Possible Changes on the Board—The Pricing 
Committee at Work. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 


Philadelphia, January 21.—While the drug sundries trade 
is not very brisk, there is a good demand for all kinds of 
medicine and the prescription trade was never better. There 
is considerable sickness in this city, the illness not being con- 
fined to any one section, as nearly all the drug stores are having 
a large increase in prescriptions. 


OVER THREE HUNDRED EXAMINED. 


The quarterly meeting of the State Board of Pharmaceu- 
tical Examiners was held in this city on January 17 at the 
Girls’ Commercial High School, Broad and Green streets. 
There were 329 present, including six young women. The re- 
sult of the examination will become known in about a month, 
when the board will meet at the Hotel Walton. 


PLANNING CHANGES 1N THE BOARD. 


Some of the retail druggists of this State have begun to pull 
the wires which they believe will have a bearing on the ap- 
pointments to the State Board of Pharmaceutical Examiners. 
During the week of January 12 a meeting of a number of 
prominent druggists was held in Harrisburg, and a plan was 
mapped out which if carried through will give to the retail 
druggist a representation in the board, which will work in com- 
plete harmony with the majority of the trade. There are sev- 
eral members of the board who have never been confirmed by 
the Senate, and it is said that every effort will be made to have 
some of them rejected and others substituted. There is a 
quiet movement on foot to have W. W. Cliffe appointed to the 
board, and he has the support of many of the retailers as well 
as that of the leading wholesale drug houses. Mr. Cliffe is one 
of the progressive retail druggists of this city and he gained 
great credit for the admirable manner in which he handled 
the affairs of the American Pharmaceutical Association, which 
met in this city last year. 


THE ADVANCE IN PRICES. 


The Philadelphia Retail Druggists’ Association is going 
quietly ahead with its plan for advancing prices on proprie- 
tary medicines. The members who have this affair in hand 
report progress and they are quite elated over what has al- 
ready been accomplished. 


PHILADELPHIA COLLEGE MEETING, 


The fourth of the series of pharmaceutical meetings of the 
Philadelphia College of Pharmacy for 1902-03 was held Tues- 
day afternoon, January 20, with C. W. Hancock, of Langhorne, 
Pa., in the chair. 

Dr. Henry Leffman read a paper on What Druggists Can 
Do to Assist in Cases of Poisoning. he speaker alluded to 
the intimate relations often established between doctors and 
druggists, the latter performing some of the clinical tests so 
useful in diagnosis, and said that in ordinary cases of acute 
poisoning, attended by marked irritation of the stomach, 
whether with or without severe burning pain, if the druggist 
is asked by the physician to test any suspected food or.vom- 
ited matter he should first apply Reinsch’s test. He also re- 
ferred to the proper collection and forwarding of specimens 
and said that each organ and material should be put into 
separate clean vessels, and if a preservative is required a weak 
solution of formalin is best. In conclusion the speaker re- 
ferred to the recent advances in the treatment of poisoning. 

In a paper on Why Popcorn Pops, M. I. Wilbert stated that 
this phenomenon is due to the conversion of the moisture in 
the cells near the center of the grain into steam, thereby caus- 
ing an explosion. 

Prof. Joseph P. Remington presented life-size portraits of 
Alfred B. Taylor and M. W. Alexander, and Mr. Wilbert read 
short sketches of their life work. The following motion, of- 
fered by E. M. Boring, was unanimously adopted: 

Ip view of the high services rendered to pharmacy by A. B. Taylor 
and of the prominent part which M. W. Alexander took in the affairs of 
the A. Ph. A., and, furthermore, in view of the desirability of the Phil- 
adelphia “ollege of Pharmacy procuring portraits of representative men 
whose lives furnish interesting chapters in the history of American 
pharmacy, I move that a special vote of thanks be tendered to Professor 
pe ey for presenting the portraits of these men to the college this 
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PHILADELPHIA ITEMS. 


The Girard Pharmacy, at Eleventh and Poplar streets, 
will open a new store at Mervine and Columbia avenue. 


Francis S. Hughes, who owns the store at Fifteenth and 
Oxford streets, was injured in a trolley accident on the 14t! 
inst. and narrowly escaped from the loss of one eye. As it is, 
his face is badly disfigured and his nerves have been much 
upset. 


Louis P. Oliphant has moved from Ninth and Callowhill 
streets to Marshall street and Allegheny avenue, where he 
has fitted up a new store, and it now ranks as one of the finest 
in that section of the city. 


Crumbie Brothers’ drug store, 4164 Germantown avenue, 
was burned out on January 15, the loss amounting to about 
$3,000. For a time there was considerable excitement, as it 
was rumored that Charles Stevens, the clerk, slept over the 
store. The firemen searched the entire place at the risk of 
their lives, but it was later discovered that Stevens had re- 
cently taken up quarters elsewhere. 


OHIO. 


Ohio Valley Druggists to Entertain on a Large Scale—Everybody 
Expected to Come—The New State Food Commissioner. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Cincinnati, January 21.—A big general entertainment has 
been arranged by the Ohio Valley Druggists’ Association for 
Friday evening, January 30, at Assembly Hall, Odd Fellows’ 
Temple. The Entertainment Committee of the organization, 
consisting of Ed Voss, Carl Plath, John Bauer and J. B. Wal- 
terman, of Cincinnati; L. P. Holtzhauer, of Newport; W. H. 
Schickener, of Covington, and William Howe, of Hamilton, 
have decided upon a euchre and dance as the principal feature, 
but they have also undertaken to look after the interests of 
those who prefer a more quiet time in the company of more 
intimate friends. It is their intention to give no druggist in 
the association an excuse for failing to attend. Arrangements 
have been made to seat 400 people at the euchre tables and 
after the games are ended the hall will be cleared for a dance. 
Invitations have been sent out to every member of the or- 
ganization and a number of appropriate euchre prizes have 
been obtained. 

MR BLACKBURN'S SUCCESSOR. 


Joseph E. Blackburn retires next month as State Food and 
Dairy Commissioner and will be succeeded by Horace R. 
Ankenny, who was elected on the Republican ticket last No- 
vember. Mr. Ankenny has not outlined any policy in refer- 
ence to the enforcement of the pure drug laws which he pro- 
poses to pursue, but there is every indication that there will 
be no radical changes in the conduct of the office and the gen- 
eral system pursued by the present administration will un- 
doubtedly be followed. 


CINCINNATI ITEMS. 


George E. Gardiner has purchased the store of L. C. Broehm 
at Eighth and Carr streets. 


Fred D. Renner has purchased the store of George Wil- 
helmi at Eighth and Mound streets. 


Charles Apmeyer has removed his store to Main avenue, 
near Hickman street, Avondale, while his former place of 
business at Vine and Auburn avenue is continued. 


Albert De Lang sold his Avondale pharmacy last month 
to Ralph Freiberg, who for several years has conducted the 
Deventer Pharmacy on Walnut Hills. 


L. P. Holtzhauer, of Newport, treasurer of the Ohio Valley 
Druggists’ Association, has disposed of his Newport pharmacy 
to George Wilhelmi, also a member of the association. 


M. C. Dow, the druggist—in private life Mrs. William Goode 
—has closed a deal for another retail drug store. She has con. 
tracted for a large ground floor room in the Emery skyscraper, 
in the course of erection at Fourth and Walnut streets, 
opposite the Gibson, and she says the new store will be 
the finest in Cincinnati. The new pharmacy will be hand- 
somely fitted up opposite the Givson House, the most central 
location in the city. This will make the seventh store oper- 
ated by Miss Dow in this city. Her last innovation has been 
the addition of a department exclusively for women, which 
she has attached to her store at Sixth and Walnut streets. 
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Many Pharmacists Registered by the Board—An Alleged Error in 
a Prescription—American Goods for Russia. 


(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Detroit, January 2i.—Sixty-three applicants appeared before 
the Michigan Board of Pharmacy January 6, 7, in this city, 
and of the number 12 were given certificates as pharmacists 
and the same number as assistant pharmacists, as follows: 

Registered Pharmacists—James W. Bertrand, Houghton; R. 
E. Dales, Detroit; Bart Fanning, Albion; Paul Jacobson, Iron 
Mountain; W. J. Jandron, Negaunee; M. T. Karcher, Lake 
Odessa; John P. Lipp, Blissfield; W. J. Matteson, Middleville; 
Hazel Reily, Grand Rapids; H. G. Spiegelberg, Chelsea; W. W. 
Turner, Pigeon; K. H. Wheeler, Saranac. 

Assistant Pharmacists—D. D. Costigan, A. R. Cunningham, 
A. R. Ernst and W. T. Ellis, Detroit: W. R. Gardner, Walker- 
ville, Ont.: W, C. Hartman, Marcellus: R. D. Lamie, Chester; 
E. J. Loveland, Vermontville; Albert Martin, Fowler; L. P. 
McQuillin, Lyons; J. H. Riley, Grand Rapids; R. A. Turpening, 
South Lyon. 

The next meeting will be held at Grand Rapids March 3 
and 4, 1903. 

A PRESCRIPTION ERROR. 


James Griffin, aged 21, of 169 Stanton avenue, son of 
Michael J. Griffin, the well-known contractor here, has been 
lying in a critical condition for a number of days as the result 
of an alleged mistake in filling a cough mixture prescription 
by a Grand River avenue drug clerk. It is said atropine was 
accidentally substituted for codeine. It was admitted that 
Griffin had been poisoned, but Dr. E. B. Smith, one of Griffin’s 
physicians, took a large dose of the cough medicine in the 
belief that the mixture was not responsible for the young 
man’s condition. Dr. Smith was taken very ill on the car going 
home and was speechless for an entire day. Drs. Hare and 
Harvey hope to pull Mr. Griffin through and an analysis of the 
medicine is being made. 


AMERICA INVADES RUSSIA. 


American manufacturers of drugs and chemicals have at 
last invaded Russia. A few days ago David A. Ruffmann was 
appointed by Parke, Davis & Co., of Detroit, as manager of 
their new branch at St. Petersburg, Russia, and has left to 
assume his duties. He is only 27 years of age, but speaks 
fluently four languages besides English and is a man of wide 
experience and an extensive traveler in Siberia. 


The basket ball games at the Y. M. C. A. are proving the 
most exciting in the history of the game here. All games are 
hotly contested and when the Parke, Davis & Co. team re- 
cently defeated the Clark Coal Company team, one of the 
leaders, there was a hot time in the gallery. Hummel, of P., 
D. & Co., was the star of the evening. 








The Distant View. 


[From the Bulletin of Pharmacy, of Detroit, for January.) 


So far as we know, the local associations comprised in the 
membership of the N. A‘ R. D. have not been disposed to 
grumble at the increase in dues voted by the Cleveland con- 
vention. It has been generally recognized that in order to do 
good work the N. A. R. D. must be provided with the sinews 
of warfare. Local associations have realized that to spend 
more in dues is to get vastly more in returns. The wisdom 
of this point of view and the foresight of the Cleveland con- 
vention have been abundantly proved by the vigor and su- 
periority of the work which the N. A. R. D. is now doing. 
Last month, however, we have to note that the Kings County 
Pharmaceutical Society, of Greater New York, was only pre- 
vented from secession by the diplomatic skill and force of Dr. 
Anderson, ex-president of the N. A. R. D. Knowing that be- 
cause of the raise of dues a resolution was to be brought in 
for the withdrawal of the body from membership, he antici- 
pated the plan by offering a resolution to the effect that mem- 
bership be suspended for a limited time, thus giving the N. A. 
R. D. a chance to show through the operations of the contract 
plan that it can and will benefit the druggists of Kings County. 
An amendment was quickly offered by Dr. Muir providing 
that the withdrawal be absolute, but after a hard and pro- 
tracted fight on the floor Dr. Anderson’s original resolution 
was passed by a close vote. The Kings County Association 
may now renew its affiliation whenever it considers the bene- 
fits an adequate return for the membership dues, but, of 
course, it will be liable for the dues which will have accumu- 
lated meanwhile. 





AMERICAN 
ILLINOIS. 


Joseph H. Shreve Appointed—Action Taken on Behalf of Drug 
Clerks—The New ‘Telephone Co. Putting in ’Phones—Drug 
Store Robbers Numerous—LL.D. for Prof. Prescott. 











(From our Regular Correspondent.) 

Chicago, January 19.—Joseph E. Shreve, of Jacksonville, 
has been appointed to the Illinois State Board of Pharmacy 
to succeed George E. Sohrbeck, of Moline. As has been indi- 
cated previously in these columns when the appointment was 
under consideration this selection is out of the ordinary 
course, Mr. Shreve not being the owner of a store. He is a 
manager, and is therefore considered as representing the 
clerks’ interests. The selection was made in the regular man- 
ner on recommendation of the Illinois Pharmaceutical Asso- 
ciation. 

THE C. R. D. A. TO THE RELIEF OF CLERKS. 


At the quarterly meeting of the Chicago Retail Druggists’ 
Association January 14 action was taken with the hope of re- 
lieving the condition of drug clerks. A committee from the 
Clerks’ Association was present, and the committeemen made 
addresses asserting that the object of the association was not 
to take the part of clerks who were incompetent, or whose 
habits were bad, and that every effort would be made to get 
rid of objectionable characters. It was then decided to have a 
committee from the druggists’ organization confer with repre- 
sentatives of the clerks and see what could be done toward 
remedying some of the existing evils. 

The Executive Committee, it was decided, will hereafter 
have jurisdiction over the price-lists of the different auxiliaries, 
by which action it is hoped to do away with inequalties. 

The cigar question was called up, but it was decided that 
it would not be safe to take any action, and the matter was 
dropped. The local fight between the independent tobacco 
dealers and the “ trust” has become bitter, and the druggists 
are not anxious to get tangled up in it. A committee of doc- 
tors was present, and hoped to secure free calls over the tele- 
phones, but announced that their plan was not feasible and 
the matter was dropped. 

The N. A. R. D. was urged to take some steps to bring to 
time the manufacturers who raised prices at the time the war 
tax was put into effect and who have not since reduced their 
figures. 


THE INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE CO. AT WORK 


The Illinois Telephone & Telegraph Company have begun 
the installation of its telephones in some of the downtown 
buildings. These instruments are to be operated on what is 
ealled the secret system. There is no girl at central, and the 
customer can call any number he wants without help. There 
is a meter connected with the ’phones, and the charge for 
each call is 5 cents. If $85 is paid in on one instrument all 
ealls above that amount are free. The building at 181 Fifth 
avenue is being transformed into an exchange. President A. 
G. Wheeler, of the company, says 10,000 automatic ’phones 
will be installed by May 1. These instruments, it is prom- 
ised, will be introduced as rapidly as possible in all drug 
stores. It is too early as yet to tell what the effect of this in- 
novation will be, but the readiness with which the old com- 
pany put in nickel-in-the-slot machines recently shows that 
the newcomers are likely to be an important factor in the tel- 
ephone situation. 


DRUG STORE ROBBERIFS 


have been getting unpleasantly frequent of late. Burglars 
tried to get into the store of Wilhelm Bodemann, at Fiftieth 
street and Lake avenue, recently, and while they were work- 
ing with skeleton keys Julius Schroeder, the clerk, opened the 
door, and fired at them. The thieves beat a hurried retreat. 
A policeman saw two men trying to break into the store of 
John Byrne, at Monroe street and Ashland Building, and a 
running pistol fight followed. One of the burglars was caught. 


TO DEDICATE N. W. UNIVERSITY BUILDING 


President Hadley is coming on here Wednesday, January 
28, to dedicate the Northwestern University Building, at the 
corner of Lake and Dearborn streets. The exercises will take 
place from three to five. after which the senate will adjourn 
to the auditorium, where President Hadley will make an ad- 
dress on the place of professional schools in the modern uni- 
versity. He will also confer the degree of Doctor of Laws on 
Professor Prescot. Dean of the School of Pharmacy of the 
Michigan University. There will also be present Prof. W. W. 
Keene, of the Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia; Prof. 
Ames, Dean of the Law School of Harvard, and Professor 
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Kirk, Dean of the Dental School of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania. 
CHICAGO AND NORTHWEST NOTES. 
J. A. Bower has bought out C. H. Draper, at Wells, Minn. 


L. Jungk has sold his stock at Fifty-first and Halstead 
streets to A. A. Burger, of Fifty-first street and Ashland. 


J. O. Dolvin has bought out Ordway & Bolton, at New 
Hartford, Iowa. 


Simpson & Co. have disposed of their business at Flan- 
dreau, 8S. D., to W. J. Evans. 


Blakeley Gammil & Co., of Osceola, lowa, have been suc- 
ceeded by Gammil & Co. 


Dr. H. E. Jamison, of Lake Villa, Ill., has sold out to W. G. 
Barnstable. 


Control of Halsted’s Pharmacy, at Muscatine, lowa, has 
been secured by J. L. Pentzer. 


M. C. Beck is now in sole possession of the store of Huston 
& Beck, at Albion, Ind. 


Thomas Adams has succeeded H. M. Fowler, at Seales 
Mound, Il. 

B. F. Coop, Greenville, Lil., has sold out to Mulford & Dan- 
iels. 

S. G. Wright has been succeeded, at Table Rock, Neb., by 
¥. M. Colwell. 


John G. Boehm, a West Side Druggist, has been appointed 
bridewell inspector. 

Peter Van Schaack and his wife are spending the winter 
at gulf resorts. 

Enzer Brothers drug store was destroyed in the fire that 
swept over the business portion of Hamlin, Kan., January 12. 

The next meeting of the State Board of Pharmacy in Chi- 
cago will take place February 23. 


The Dr. Pratt laboratories, having a capital of $100,000, 
have been incorporated, and will do business in Chicago, man- 
ufacturing toilet and medicinal preparations. The incorpor- 
ators are A. W. M’Gowney, Eli Moses and John Wagge. 


Mrs. Grace O'Connor, 639 West Erie street, took a dose of 
carbolic acid recently and narrowly escaped death. She de- 
clared that the bottle was labeled “lime water,” and that the 
accident was due to a druggist’s mistake. 

Governor Yates in his annual report commended the work 
of the Board of Pharmacy. He recommends that the board be 
supported by legislative appropriation instead of by renewal 
fees. 





Some Puzzling Orders. 


Below are reproduced some of the puzzling orders presented 
by children in New York drug stores. That the average drug- 
gist is frequently able to read and dispense these without dif- 
ficulty often says much for his skill in deduction: 

Elleys Groom Bom, for the cuetor (Ely’s Cream Balm, for 
catarrh). 

Par galet asset 10c (Pyrogallic acid). 

5e onforline (7). 

10¢e worth Woreshell Salts. 

5c worth of Rockshell sauces. 

¥% oz. Powd sock alios 5c. 

10¢ Carouse suplement. 

5¢ arnickle. 

10e Anti-Perrine. 

5e Tint. Mwhr. 

10¢ worth of Chersmer Boque. 

gum tragic. 

5¢ worth of Soapery Bark. 

10¢c parrigaridge. 

Pleas Sende me something to make a wite Straw hat wite 
if you do not know of eny thing pleas sinde me Clorada Lime, 
5 cents wothe. 

plese give 
this boy 
a Ipos st. 
on i will 
poet to 
night 
Ira dine. 
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Ghe Drug and Chemical Market 


The prices quoted in this report are those current in the wholesale market, and higher prices are paid for retail lots. 
The quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of prices. 





Condition of Trade. 
New York, January 24, 1903. 

HERE has been no falling off in the demand since 
3 the opening of the year, and trade in general is in 
a very satisfactory condition, though the volume cannot 
be said to be in excess of that usually met with in Jan- 
uary. The developments during the fortnight have not 
been such as to attract more than ordinary notice, and the 
majority of the price changes favor sellers. A better tone 
has been imparted to the quinine situation, owing to the 
advance in the price of bark at the auction sale in Amster- 
dam on the 22d inst. Almost the entire quantity offered 
was sold at an advance of 4 per cent. over the price real- 
ized at the December sales, the unit being 61% Dutch 
cents, as against the previous figure of 614 cents. Opium, 
on the contrary, has developed a weaker tendency, and 
the demand is slow and unimportant, with indications of 
a tendency on the part of some holders to shade prices in 
view of the prevailing keen competition. The increased 
cost of crude material has sent up prices on cream of tar- 
tar, Rochelle salts and seidlitz mixture, and as these ar- 
ticles are under good control the higher quotations of 
the manufacturers are firmly maintained. The price of 
silver nitrate continues on the downward grade, in sym- 
pathy with the metal, and a lower range is also named for 
carbolic acid and thymol. Menthol, however, maintains 
its firm position, and extended reference to the market 
conditions affecting this and other Japanese peppermint 
materials will be found elsewhere in this issue in the re- 
port of the annual meeting of the Drug Trade Section of 
the New York Board of Trade and Transportation. The 
general chemical market shows considerable strength, 
which circumstance is due in some measure to the in- 
creased cost of fuel and wages, but this stronger tendency 
prevails as well as in the general market, and the articles 
that show a tendency in buyer’s favor are few and unim- 
portant. The principal changes of the period under re- 
view are indicated in the subjoined table and succeeding 
paragraphs : 


HIGHER. 
Cream of tartar, 
Rochelle salt, 
Seidlitz mixture, 
Bergamot oil, 
Menthol, 

Tansy oil, 
Santonin, 
Guarana, 

Damiana leaves, 
Manaca root, 
Dandelion root, 
Colocynth apples, Spanish, 
Buchu leaves, long, 
Cevadilla seed, 
Blue vitriol, 
Senega root, 

Japan wax. 

Nickel salts. 


LOWER. 
Carbolic acid, 
Thymol, 

Silver nitrate, 
Sassafras oil, 
Strophanthus seed, Kombe, 
Prickly ash berries, 
Ipecac root, 
Serpentaria root, 
Potassium cyanide, 
Quicksilver, 

Salad oil, 
Sarsaparilla, Mexican, 
Lemongrass oil, 
Jalap root. 


DRUGS. 
Aleohol continues held and selling at the decline noted in 
our last, the present quotations for grain being $2.43 to $2.45, 


as to quantity. Wood is confidently sustained at 65¢c to 70c 
for 95 per cent. and 97 per cent. respectively. 

Ammonium carbonate is a trifle irregular and unsettled in 
face of continued competition, but prices show no alteration 
from the lower range noted in our previous report, recent sales 
of domestic being at 714¢ to 8c, and foreign 8%4¢ to 9\4¢, as to 
quality and quantity. 


Arnica flowers are without important change. The job- 
bing demand continues of average proportions, but large 
transactions are the exception, and quotations are unchanged 
at 9c to 914ce. 

Balsams.—Copaiba, Central American, continues in active 
jobbing demand, and prices are well sustained on the basis of 
3744¢c to 40c; Para quoted at 45c to 50c. Fir, Canada, is slow 
of sale at previous quotations. Peru is quiet under a limited 
inquiry, but prices are confidently maintained at $1.10 to $1.15. 
Tolu has eased off in the interval, recent heavy arrivals having 
lowered the views of holders to 29¢ to 30c. 


Barks.—Cascara sagrada remains the center of interest in 
this department, and continues firm under a fair consuming 
demand and diminishing stocks; we hear of one sale of 2000 
Ibs., 2-year old bark, at 15c, while the quoted range remains 
i4c to 16c, with several large transactions reported at the in- 
side figure. Sassafras has been in active demand, and sales 
are reported at 7c to 8c. Soap shows increasing firmness, and 
the sales at the close were 4%4c for whole, an advance of about 
ic; crushed held at 5c to 6c. 

Buchu leaves, long, are extremely scarce, and holders are 
firmer in their views, with $1.00 now named as an inside 
price; short leaves are not urged for sale, but the undertone 
of the market is steady with previous quotations unchanged, 
the sales being at 28e¢ to 30c. 


Cacao butter is firmly held at 28¢c to 30c for bulk, the lay 
down cost being cabled as closely approaching the inside fig- 
ure, the leading English brands being held at 28%ec, duty paid, 
New York. The demand continues slow and unimportant. 


Cannabis indica is selling fairly in a jobbing way and 
values are well sustained in view of the firm position of the 
article at primary sources; prime tops quoted at 85c. 

Coca leaves are in somewhat better demand and prices are 
maintained with a fair show of firmness at 17¢c to 18¢e for 
Truxillo, and 28¢ to 30c for Huanuco; the tendency of values 
at primary sources is encouraging to local dealers. 


Codliver oil, Norwegian, is held with increased firmness 
and the tendency appears to be upward, some holders having 
advanced their quotations $2.00 a barrel, $52.00 to $60.00 being 
now the general asking price. 

Colocynth apples are scarce and wanted and holders now 
ask 30c, with sales reported at his figure. 

Coumarin reflects the influence of continued competition 
among dealers and round lots can be had at $3.50, with inti- 
mations that a firm bid at a fraction under this figure would 
not be turned down. 

Cubeb berries have sold actively in a jobbing way since 
‘ur last and quotations are a shade firmer if anything, 814c to 
914e being now named for whole. 

Damiana leaves are irregular and unsettled, and offer in 
instances down to 9c, though 10c to 1le is more generally 
named. 

Ergot is dull and neglected, but holders show no disposi- 
tion to urge the distribution by cutting prices, and quotations 
for German and Spanish remain unchanged at 32c to 35c for 
the former and 33c to 36c for the latter. 

Formaldehyde is meeting with an improved demand and 
prices are well sustained at 14\%4c to 15c for 40 per cent. 
strength. 

Guarana continues scarce and wanted. The available sup- 
ply is under good control and nothing now offers below 85c. 


Juniper berries continue in good jobbing request, with 
numerous sales within the range of 3c to 3%c, as to quality 
and quantity. 


Menthol has relaxed none of its firmness and only small 
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lots appear to be available at $7.50, while $8.00 is now the 
popular quotation, though some holders ask up to $9.00. Ex- 
tended reference to the statistical position of this article will 
be found in our report of the annual meeting of the Drug 
Trade Section of the New York Board of Trade and Trans- 
portation in other columns. 


Morphine continues easy in tone in sympathy with opium, 
but manufacturers’ quotations are steadily maintained on the 
old basis of $1.95 to $2.05 for ounce vials, according to brand 
and quantity. 


Opium is quiet, and the market podition of the article is 
rather favorable to buyers. Though no actual price reduction 
has been announced, it is intimated that some holders are pre- 
pared to accept a fraction below $2.70 for single cases. For 
broken lots the ruling quotation is $2.72% to $2.75. Powdered 
is obtainable at $3.35 to $3.45. 


Quinine is without important inquiry, but a better tone has 
been imparted to the market by the result of the bark auc- 
tion in Amsterdam on the 22d inst. The bulk of the bark of- 
fered was taken up at an advance of 4 per cent. over the De- 
cember sales. This market has not been affected by the im- 
provement in bark, and the demand is slow and unimportant, 
most of the inquiry coming from small buyers, who are con- 
tent to pay manufacturers’ prices, or say, 26c¢ to 31c, as to 
quantity, for both German and domestic. For outside lots of 
German and Java the quotations are 24c to 25¢c, and 22¢ to 
23¢ respectively. 


Rochelle salt has been advanced by the manufacturers to 
the basis of 18c to 18'4c, as to quantity, to meet the increased 
cost of crude material. 


Santonin is in improved position, and values are higher 
owing to scarcity and higher cost of raw material. The re- 
vised range is $6.35 to $6.45 for crystals, and $6.55 to $6.65 for 
powdered, as to quantity. 


Seidlitz mixture shares the advance in Rochelle salt, man- 
ufacturers’ quotations showing the higher range of 14%4c to 
15¢. 

Spermaceti has dropped a notch or two in the interval, and 
the quotations for block are now 22%c to 23c, while cakes 
offer at 23\%4c to 24c, while even these figures might be shaded 
on a firm offer for round lots. 


Thymol is depressed and selling very slowly with a con- 
sequent easier market, quotations showing a further decline 
to $2.05 to $2.10. 


Tonka beans are a shade easier, and holders now name 65c 
to 70c for prime Angostura, 25c to 30¢c for Para and 45c to 50c 
for crystallized Surinam. 


Wax, Japan, is in reduced supply, and the market is strong- 
er, with quotations further advanced to 11c to 1114e. 


CHEMICALS. 


Acetate of lime has been in fairly good demand since our 
last, both for consumption and export, at steady prices. Man- 
ufacturers are quoting 90¢ to 95c for brown, and 1.35¢ to 1.40c 
for gray, as to terms. 


Aqua ammonia is moderately active and steady on the 
basis of 51%4c to 5%c for 26° in drums, and 6c to 6\4ce for car- 
boys, the inside figures being for carload lots. 


Arsenic has been moderately active and parcels have 
passed out into consumptive channels at 2%c to 3c for white, 
as to quality and quantity; jobbing sales at 8c to 34%c. Red 
is in unchanged position at 6%4c and upward, as to quality 
and quantity. 


Bleaching powder, English, is scarce on the spot, and it is 
doubtful whether prompt deliveries can be had at less than 
1%4¢ to 2c. 

Blue vitriol is firmer at the recent advance and the tend- 
ency of the market is distinctly upward. The crippling of 
one of the largest producing plants by fire has tended to still 
further harden the views of holders. 


Carbolic acid, crystals in bulk, is slightly easier, and hold- 
ers now quote 13%c to 15c. 


Chlorate of potash has eased off in the interval and ecar- 
load lots are quoted 714¢, f.o.b. works, while up to 7%4¢ is 
named for spot goods. 


Cream of tartar has been advanced in price, thus fulfilling 
recent anticipations, and the quotations are now 24¢ to 24%e, 
an advance of 1¢e a pound. 
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Cyanide of potash reflects the influence of competition 
among manufacturers, and quotations are lower to the extent 
that 22¢c to 23c is now named for quantity lots. 

Nickel salts are steady and values are generally higher, 
211%4c to 22¢ being now named for single and 12c to 12%c for 
double. 

Silver Nitrate was reduced 1c per ounce on the 22d inst. 
concurrently with the reduction in metal, ana manufacturers 
now quote at 30c in 1,000-ounce lots, while from 31c to 338%e 
is quoted on smaller quantities. 

Oxalic acid remains quiet, and the jobbing demand is being 
met at 5%c to Slee. 

Picric acid is lower in sympathy, with the market for 
phenol, and there are sellers at 32¢ to 36c, as to quantity. 

Quicksilver is easier, 631.c to 6G4e being now named for 
tlasks. 

ESSENTIAL OILS. 


Anise bas not changed from $1.12!5 to $1.15, at which quo 
tations small parcels are taken by the trade. 

3ergamot has been advanced 5c per lb., owing to stronger 
advices from primary sources, and the revised range is $2.20 
to $2.85 for leading brands. 

Cassia is neglected for the time, but prices are steadily 
inaintained at the previous range. 

Citronella has been in active demand since our last, and we 
hear of large sales to arrive at 20c; quoted in a jobbing way 
at 22¢ to 23c. 

Lemongrass is in better supply, and holders offer more 
freely at a decline to $1.80 to $1.85. 

Peppermint continues in demand and firm at $4.65 to $5.00 
for bulk, though it is reported that sales are making in some 
quarters at a shade less. 

Sassafras is irregular and unsettled, but the average price 
marks an advance over previous quotations, current sales be- 
ing at 42¢ to 43c; quoted at producing points at 4lc. 

Spearmint is in better demand and improved position, with 
some holders asking $4.00. 

Tansy is scarce and firm, as high as $3.75 being asked in 
some instances, though the general quotation is now $3.00 to 
$3.50. 

Wintergreen continues selling in small lots at $1.75 to $1.85 
for prime natural, and at 45¢ to 50 for synthetic. 


GUMS. 

Aloes, Cape, continues in moderate demand and holders 
decline to shade 14c for the limited available supply. 

Asafoetida has sold actively during-the interval within the 
quoted range of 20c to 30c, and values are well sustained at 
these figures. 

Camphor is less actively inquired for in a jobbing way, but 
there is a fair movement on orders from manufacturers and 
quotations are steadily maintained at 544c to 5oc, and 55c to 
5516¢c for refined in barrels and cases respectively. 

Tragacanth is well sustained and a moderate business is 
passing at the range of 29c to 80c for Aleppo, and 5c to 90e 
for Turkey, as to quality and quantity. 


ROOTS. : 


Alkanet continues in demand, and values are steady at the 
advance to 6c to 6c, noted in the preceding issue. 

Althea has eased off, owing to lack of important demand, 
the range now standing at 13¢ to 14c for whole and 19¢ to 20c 
for cut root. 

Dandelion, German, is scarce and firm at an advance from 
previous prices to 714c to 8c. 

Gentian continues held and selling at 4%4c to de, and the 
tone of the market is stronger in sympathy with foreign ad- 
vices. 

Golden seal is quiet, but values are well sustained at the 
range of 52c to 54e. 

Ipecac continues slow of sale, and the quotations show a 
further decline to $1.55 to $1.70 for Rio and $1.10 to $1.15 for 
Carthagena. 

Jalap has eased off a trifle, and holders offer more freely 
with the range at 12c to 13c, as to quality and quantity. 
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Sarsaparilla, Mexican, is slow of sale, and offers at 644c to 
654¢. 

Senega is firmer, and the limited available spot supply is 
held at 90c. 

Serpentaria is in light supply, but without important in- 
quiry, and the undertone of the market is weak, though 45c 
is yet named. 


SEEDS. 


continues Lrm and holders are inclined to offer 
and 5%c to 5c for 


Canary 
sparingly at 54%c to 5%c for Sicily, 
Smyrna. 


Cevadilla is scarce on spot, the Venezuelan blockade hav- 
ing closed the ports of supply, and holders asx 12c to 138c for 
the limited available stock. 


Coriander, unbleached, is easier and obtainable at 


2i4¢c to 2%4c. 
Quince prices have been revised to the range of 32c to 34c 
for Russian, and 36c to 38c for German. 


Strophanthus, Kombe, is in better supply, and the quota- 
tion has been lowered to 82c to 83c; Hispidus quoted 42c 
to 48c. 


now 





The Up-to-Date Homunculus. 
[From the New York Sun for January 4, 1903.] 


Rock-a-by baby, on the tree top! 

When the wind blows, the cradle will rock; 
When the bough breaks the cradle will fall, 
And down will come baby, cradle and all. 


Dear little babykin, born just too late, 
Lullabies now have been wiped off the slate. 
Up-to-date babies never are rocked, 

And if I say “ lullaby’ mother is shocked. 


Your nutriment’s measured, the progress you've made 
Is jotted down daily as soon as you're gy ; 

Your food’s predigested ; you've nothing to do 

But sleep and grow fat—not even to coo. 


Perhaps little baby, the new way is best; 

In all the care taken you surely are blest. 
But after all, baby, the new way is prose, 
The old one was poetry, all the world knows. 


You'll never hear lullabies crooned sweet and low 
While mother’s old rocking chair moves to = oe 
You'll never lie snugly on mother’s sweet bre 

Drinking life through her veins, both pieuntiney aa blest. 


You'll never hear legends of goblin and ghost, 
Of Jack and the Giant, Queen Mab and her host ; 
You'll never learn how to spell “* c-a-t,” “ vt 
But will read at first sight, and from pictures at that. 


You’re an up-to-date baby! Maybe it is best 
To forego the rocker, the songs and the rest ; 

But it seems to me, baby, you'll miss quite a lot 
Of the romance of life that we old fogies got. 


I cannot regret that I was born long ago 

When singing and rocking were not counted slow; 
When fairies abounded in nursery lore, 

And we reveled in legends of oceans of gore; 


When the old blue-back speller was found in the schools 

And pictures were barred by the strictest of rules; 

It seems to me, baby, you’re born just too late— 

For the romance of babyhood’s wiped off the slate. 
—CASWELL A. Mayo.‘ 


My Dear Mr. Mayo,—I have often wondered why some one 
with a clever wit and a sharpened pencil did not write a comic 
opera around the dear old themes, “ Rock-a-by, Baby, on the 
Tree top.” I hail you as the poet laureate of the twentieth 
century kidlet. Nothing that I have read for some time has 
given me so much real pleasure as your “ The Up-to-Date 
Homunculus,” that appeared in the Sun on January 4. Since 
it appeared in that paper it must be so. 

I don’t know whether I regret more that I was born some 
*steen years ago and before the late incubatoresque methods 
were in vogue, or that I was not born still earlier in the old 
century, so as to have had the advantages of living longer 
and accordingly having more fun. 

Some years ago I refused to accept the honorary degree of 
“B. A.” from a Southern institution, that, with what I then 
thought was remarkable foresight, picked me out for the be- 
stowal of such an honor, probably with a view to my small 
bank account, with the hope that I would accept their draft 
for a reasonable sum toward the expenses of the institution. 
I managed to get along without that degree, but some seven 
years ago began taking a special course, with the idea of hay- 
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ing conferred upon me another degree, and this, through 
fortuitous circumstances, was conferred upon me almost a 
year ago. Instead of B. A., this time the degree was P. A., and 
I have been a pater-familias just long enough to fully realize 
the force of the argument you bring out in this little poem. 

Jack, jr., although born in the new century, is being raised 
according to old century plans, for his doting mother and my- 
self are both sufficiently old fashioned to believe that that is 
a preferable plan to the entire elimination of all that made 
childhood’s happy days pleasant to us then and delightful to 
reminisce about. 

Congratulating you’ upon your happy method of telling a 
story, and agreeing most heartily with the editor of the Sun 
in considering that this is one of the Poems Worth Reading, 
not only once, but many times, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 
JNO. F. SPRAGUE. 

Office of Sharp & Dohme, New York, January 20. 





HINTS TO BUYERS 


Keen and hustling druggists desiring attractive novelties 
suitable for a window display will do well to consult the ad. 
of the C. I. Hood Company in another part of this journal. 


The Erie Specialty Company, Erie, Pa., make everything 
in the line of corkscrews that it is possible to conceive of. 
Write them for list and prices, mentioning the AMERICAN 
DRUGGIST. 


The Acorn Brass Mfg. Company, 215 Fulton street, Chicago, 
have in the Doran Lighting System something which every 
druggist is or should be interested in. Write them for cata- 
logue, mentioning the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 


In the present issue will be found the advertisement of the 
National Licorice Company, Borough of Brooklyn, New York 
City. The goods offered to the drug trade by this concern are 
all articles of established sale and such as every druggist 
should carry in stock. 


The Advance Chemical Company, Indianapolis, Ind., will be 
pleased to send samples of their Ostro Suppositories to drug- 
gists mentioning this journal. They are advertising these to 
the medical profession and predict a great demand in the near 
future. 


The Buckeye Stamping Company, 183 East Third street, 
Columbus, Ohio. make a line of seamless tin boxes which ex- 
actly fit the needs of the drug trade. Write them for cata- 
logue and free samples, mentioning the AMERICAN DRUGGIST. 
They guarantee prompt delivery. 


The influence of successful advertising in impressing the 
name of a preparation on the public is shown in “ The Billion- 
aire,” now being played at Daly’s Theatre, in this city, in ref- 
erences in the play to Horlick’s food, Lydia Pinkham, Dr’ 
Munyon and Peruna, all of which are well received by the 
audience. 


The National Correspondence School, of Indianapolis, Ind., 
has a course of insfruction in pharmacy by correspondence 
which will be of great assistance to those young men who are 
so situated as to be unable to attend a regular school of phar- 
macy. Write them for prospectus, mentioning the AMERICAN 
DRruvuGGIST. 


Dr. Edwin Leonard, jr., has been elected president of Reed 
& Carnrick, to succeed the late John Carnrick. Dr. Leonard is 
an alumnus of Amherst and took his medical degree from 
Harvard, and has been connected clinically with the Boston 
City Hospital, the Worcester State Hospital and as assistant 
physician to the McLean Hospital, which is a branch of the 
Massachusetts General Hospital. 


A. H. Reveli & Co. manufacture a line of fine store fixtures, 
showcases, etc., which have won the commendation of progres- 
sive druggists all over the United States. Fixtures made by 
this firm combine the advantage of practical utility in con- 
struction and artistic unity in design. Druggists who contem- 
plate making any changes in their store fixtures should write 
to A. H. Revell & Co. and get a copy of their catalogue. 


Druggists who are thinking of either fitting out a new 
store or of renovating an old one should communicate with 
Wm. Kleeman & Co., of Avenue D and Ninth street, New 
York, before placing their orders. This house offers a wide 
range of choice between low prices and high, and their goods 
throughout can be relied upon to be fully equal in quality to 











